
  CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

300 Martin Luther King Blvd. 
March 5, 2024 

TIME: 6:00 PM 
 

 

 

  
    
1. A CALL TO ORDER  
    President Smith called the council meeting to order at 06:00 pm and asked Mr. 

Jones to call the roll. 
    
2. ROLL CALL  
    The Mayor and all City Council members were present. 
  1. George Allen, Erica Norris, Tim Aja, Todd Rauch, Eddie Smith  
    

 

    
3. INVOCATION  
    Mr. Lee provided the invocation. 
  1. Craig Lee from Oak Hill Church.  
    

 

    
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
    Erick and Olivia led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  1. Erick Fernandez and Olivia Battle from Fox Run School.  
    

 

    
5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  
    

 

  1. Minutes from the 02-20-24 council meeting.  
    President Smith stated that a copy of the minutes had been previously received by 

the council and asked for a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. Rauch made a 
motion to approve.  Mr. Allen seconded the motion.  President Smith then asked 
if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the minutes.  President 
Smith stated having no corrections, the minutes stand approved. 

    
6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
    

 

    
7. MAYOR COMMENTS AND RECOGNITIONS  
    

 

  1. Recognize Davis Fischer from Jeter Primary School.  



    Mayor Fuller invited Davis Fischer, his family, and Sutricia Johnson from Keep 
Opelika Beautiful up front.  Mayor Fuller recognized Davis, a first-grader at Jeter 
Elementary School, for his efforts in taking the initiative to clean up litter along 
the road at his school.  Mayor Fuller mentioned that he had spoken with Davis 
and his Pre-K class a few years before about the importance of civic pride in 
keeping the city clean, and was glad that Davis took that to heart.  Mayor Fuller 
closed by thanking Davis and presenting him with a certificate and a gift bag. 

      
8. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less)  
    

 

      
9. AGENDA-RELATED PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less)  
    T.J. Johnson of 421 Opelika Road, Auburn, spoke first.  Mr. Johnson, a 

representative of Holland Homes, addressed specific concerns about ordinance #1 
on the agenda.  Mr. Johnson first addressed their plan to meet the parking 
requirements in the city's existing ordinance with the proposed new addition to 
the Fox Run Village neighborhood.  Mr. Johnson then addressed the HOA and 
amenities by stating the new addition would fall under the same HOA, covenants, 
and restrictions as the existing neighborhood, and there would also be two new 
green space amenities provided in the new addition.  Mr. Johnson lastly 
addressed access concerns by stating they would be building a new road into the 
proposed addition for better access to the entire neighborhood as part of the 
Planning Commission's recommendation for approval. 
 
Jean Bostrom of 1078 Woodland Circle spoke next.  Ms. Bostrom stated her 
concern about the number of duets compared to single family homes in the 
proposed new addition to the Fox Run Village neighborhood.  Ms. Bostrom then 
stated that if there were more single family homes than duets, it would 
automatically put less stress on parking, use of amenities, and traffic.  Ms. 
Bostrom also stated she was not against the proposed addition, but she felt it 
should be a separate neighborhood because of the lack of current amenities, or at 
the very least have more single family homes.  Ms. Bostrom closed by stating she 
was concerned about the proposed addition's density, the traffic it would cause, 
and keeping the neighborhood a small community as it is right now. 
 
Mateo Arenas of 1073 Woodland Circle spoke next.  Mr. Arenas stated he would 
like to echo what Ms. Bostrom said, and when he was in the process of 
purchasing his new home in Fox Run Village recently, he was told there would 
not be a new expansion added to the current neighborhood.  Mr. Arenas also 
addressed the current lack of parking spaces for guests and lack of current 
amenities with the proposed doubling of the size of the neighborhood.  Mr. 
Arenas closed by stating he was also not opposed to the proposed addition as 
long as the current residents and their concerns were taken into consideration. 
 
Becky Ward of 1275 Burrow Circle spoke last.  Ms. Ward stated there was 
already a noticeable difference in the width of the street where current duets 
versus single family homes are in Fox Run Village. Ms. Ward also expressed 
concerns about the current mailbox situation, how small the parking lot is by the 
pool, and stated adding in double the amount of people just would not work.  Ms. 
Ward then stated that green spaces are nice, but they would not alleviate the 
parking or mailbox concerns.  Ms. Ward stated there are a lot of 55 year old plus 



people in the neighborhood and some of them are currently having issue getting 
their mailboxes.  Ms. Ward closed by stating she was glad to hear that they would 
be working toward a new access road, that she was a fairly new resident, and 
thanked the council for their time. 

    
10. GENERAL BUSINESS  
    President Smith asked Mr. Jones to present the general business. 
  1. Request Downtown Street Closure - "Wheels on the Tracks" Event on 04-20-24  
    MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 

RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 3 Tim Aja 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  2. Request Downtown Street Closure - "Taste of the Town" Event on 04-23-24.  
    MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 

RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  3. Request Downtown Street Closure - Opelika Songwriter's Festival on 05-17-24.  
    MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 

RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  4. Request Temporary Street Closure - Sportsplex Triathlon for Kids on 08-03-24.  
    MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 

RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 



    
11. AWARDING OF BIDS  
    President Smith asked Lanorris Jones to present the bids. 
  1. Pepperell Village Sidewalk Upgrades - ENG.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 049-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  2. Construction Services for Substation 10 - OPS.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 050-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  3. Opelika City Hall Basement Renovations - ADMIN.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 051-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 3 Tim Aja 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  4. Opelika Public Works Building - ADMIN.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 052-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 3 Tim Aja 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 



    
12. RESOLUTIONS  
    President Smith asked Mr. Gunter to present the resolutions. 
  1. Expense Reports from Various Departments.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 053-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  2. Designate City Personal Property Surplus and Authorize Disposal.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 054-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  3. Purchase - Nuance Dragon Software - IT.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 055-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  4. Approve Agreement with John Randall Wilson, Architect for Opelika Public 
Works Building and City Hall Basement Renovations - ADMIN.  

    RESOLUTION NO. 056-24 
MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 3 Tim Aja 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 



ABSTAIN: None 
  5. Approve Funding Agreement for Extension of NorthPark Drive and Construction 

of New Bridge Across Halawakee Creek - ED.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 057-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  6. Approve Professional Services Agreement for a Hydraulic Study to Replace 
Drainage Structures on Blackhawk Drive - ENG.  

    RESOLUTION NO. 058-24 
MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  7. Approve Sale of a Surplus Bucket Truck to the Opelika City Board of Education 
- OPS.  

    RESOLUTION NO. 059-24 
MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  8. Approve Utility Encroachment Agreement with Gary and Barbara Gullett - PW.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 060-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 3 Tim Aja 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 



ABSTAIN: None 
  9. Designate Mayor Gary Fuller as the City's Voting Delegate at the 2024 ALM 

Annual Convention.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 061-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  10. Special Appropriation to 3D Youth Development Academy, Inc.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 062-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Erica Norris 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  11. Special Appropriation to Southern Union State Community College Foundation.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 063-24 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

    
13. ORDINANCES  
    President Smith asked Mr. Gunter to present the ordinances. 
  1. Amend Master Plan for Brookstone PUD: 24.05 Acres, 1001 Fox Run Parkway - 

2nd Reading.  
    President Smith asked if there was a motion to approve the amendment to the 

master plan.  Mr. Allen made a motion to approve.  Mr. Rauch seconded the 
motion. 
During discussion, Mr. Aja asked if there had been an opportunity, either at a 
HOA meeting or something, for everyone to get together and discuss this. 
Multiple residents in the audience answered "no". Mr. Aja asked if that would be 
something Holland Homes would be open to, since they still run the HOA. T.J. 



Johnson, from Holland Homes, stated that it would be something they would be 
open to, and the reason they have not already was that if the amendment was not 
approved then it would not be something they would continue to pursue. Mr. 
Johnson stated that they had heard the concerns brought forth earlier and through 
the third party management company, but no, they had not had a meeting with the 
residents. Mr. Rauch stated his thoughts and opinions and closed by stating that 
he agreed with all the concerns of residents about overcrowding of the pool, on-
street parking, and overall density, and it would make him vote no on this. Mr. 
Allen then stated, based on what they had heard and in the interest of the people 
involved, he thought it would be in their best interest to table this item until they 
get more clarification.  
Mr. Allen made a motion to table the agenda item. Mr. Rauch seconded the 
motion. President Smith asked if there was any discussion. Ms. Norris asked to 
speak. Mr. Allen stated there was no discussion on a motion to table. President 
Smith agreed there was no discussion on a motion to table. Ms. Norris asked why 
she was not given an opportunity to speak before the motion to table, and then 
asked Mr. Gunter if she was supposed to get an opportunity to speak before a 
motion to table was made. Mr. Gunter answered that once a motion to table is 
made, it was a non-debatable motion and the council would need to move 
forward to vote on it. Ms. Norris then asked for a Point of Information to add to 
the discussion. Mr. Gunter answered that the motion to table immediately cut off 
any debate. President Smith then asked Mr. Jones to call the roll. The following 
vote to table the agenda item was recorded: 
MOTION TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 - President 

Pro-Tem Norris, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman Ward 4 - 
President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  2. Amend Zoning Ordinance & Map: 414 N. 10th Street, 1.24 Acres, from R-2 to I-
1 - 2nd Reading.  

    President Smith asked if there was a motion to approve the rezoning. Mr. Rauch 
made a motion to approve. Mr. Allen seconded the motion. 
During discussion, Mr. Aja stated his thoughts and opinions and closed by stating 
he wanted to come to a solution that most people could be happy about, and he 
believes they have the opportunity to do just that. Mr. Rauch stated his thoughts 
and opinions and closed by stating this would be a great way to showcase 
Opelika's charm by adding a conditional use for bed and breakfasts to the current 
zoning. Ms. Norris stated her thoughts and opinions and closed by thanking 
everyone for expressing their thoughts and opinions. Mr. Allen stated his 
thoughts and opinions and closed by stating he would like to make a motion to 
table the agenda item. Before making the motion, Ms. Norris asked that the 
motion to table not be seconded as this was just kicking the can down the road 
when this could be resolved now.  
Mr. Allen made a motion to table the agenda item. Mr. Rauch seconded the 
motion. The following vote was recorded: 
MOTION TO TABLE AGENDA ITEM: 4 TO 1 
RESULT: Passed 



MOVER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman 

Ward 4 - President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 
NAYS: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Norris 
ABSTAIN: None 

  3. Approve the Leasing of the Property Located at 1103 Glenn Street to Envision 
Opelika Foundation, Inc. - 1st Reading.  

    FIRST READING: INTRODUCED 
President Smith asked for a member of the council to introduce the 
ordinance.  Mr. Allen introduced the ordinance. 

    
14. APPOINTMENTS  
    President Smith presented the appointments. 
  1. Reappoint David Scott to the Opelika Industrial Development Authority 

(OIDA).  New Term expires 03-08-28.  
    During discussion, Ms. Norris stated the only reason why she would be voting 

nay was because she does not believe that anyone should serve on a board for 40 
years. 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 4 TO 1 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 3 Tim Aja 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman 

Ward 4 - President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 
NAYS: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Norris 
ABSTAIN: None 

  2. Reappoint Steve Bordeaux to the Opelika Industrial Development Authority 
(OIDA).  New Term expires 03-08-28.  

    MOTION TO APPROVE: 4 TO 1 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman 

Ward 4 - President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 
NAYS: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Norris 
ABSTAIN: None 

  3. Reappoint Steve Chapman to the Opelika Industrial Development Authority 
(OIDA).  New Term expires 03-08-28.  

    MOTION TO APPROVE: 4 TO 1 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 1 Willie Allen 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman 

Ward 4 - President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 
NAYS: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Norris 
ABSTAIN: None 



      
15. SECOND ROSTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less)  
    Evelyn Mickle of 1003 Glenn Street spoke first.  Ms. Mickle voiced her concern 

over a piece of property off of Waverly Parkway where the developer had cleared 
a lot to build houses, hit granite, and now it is bare, and she requested them to 
plant trees back there.  Ms. Mickle closed by stating that she has friends in 
Waverly Place that have had all types of animals come into their yards because of 
this. 
 
Dr. Beatrice Allen of 1207 Magnolia Street spoke next.  Dr. Allen invited the 
council to attend a production of "Annie Junior" at Opelika Middle School 
produced by the Opelika Community Theatre as part of the Penguin Project, an 
inclusive theater environment for children with special needs.  Dr. Allen stated 
the founder of the Penguin Project would attend on Friday, March 8, presented 
the council with tickets, and requested their attendance to support the project. 
Wesley Knox of 73 Lee Road 2045, Opelika spoke next.  Mr. Knox then 
explained more about the Penguin Project and how each child with a disability is 
partnered with a mentor who goes on stage with them and guides them, so they 
can participate in the production.  Mr. Knox asked everyone to spread the word 
and bring their friends and family to support the program and the community.   
Mr. Aja asked what the date, time, and ticket prices were for everyone to attend. 
Robbin Brasfield of 400 Lee Road 250 Salem, Alabama answered Mr. Aja.  Ms. 
Brasfield stated that the show would be held at 6:30 pm on Thursday, March 7, 
Friday, March 8, Saturday, March 9 and at 2:30 pm on Sunday, March 10 at 
Opelika Middle School.  Ms. Brasfield also stated the public could purchase 
tickets on their website opelikacommunitytheatre.com. 
 
Linburgh B. Jackson of 814 N. College Street, Auburn, Alabama spoke next.  Mr. 
Jackson thanked the Mayor, City Council, City Attorney, and code enforcement 
officers that helped him work through some of the issues he had raised to 
them.  Mr. Jackson closed by stating he met with the Mayor concerning a 
particular street, Mayor Fuller told him he would be working on that, and again 
thanked the council for working with him and his family. 
 
Michael Ferguson, no address given, spoke last.  Mr. Ferguson expressed concern 
about a sign in Jeter Park that said "Ope-loser" and he thought that it was very 
degrading.  Mr. Ferguson stated the sign said if you litter you're a jerk, or a loser, 
and that is not a good message to send.  Mr. Ferguson asked that the city agree to 
take those signs down because we don't need to be calling people "losers" for 
littering.  

    
16. ADJOURN  
    The City Council meeting minutes of March 5, 2024 are hereby adopted and 

approved this the 19th day of March, 2024. 
 
                                                              /s/   Eddie Smith 
                                                              ____________________ 
                                                              President of City Council 
                                                              City of Opelika, Alabama 
 
ATTEST: 



/s/   Russell A. Jones, CMC 
_____________________ 
City Clerk 

  1. Character Trait of the Month - Dependability, the quality of being trustworthy 
and reliable.  

    President Smith stated that before he would ask for a motion to adjourn he would 
like to address a few items. First, President Smith asked Mr. Motley to look into 
the "Ope-loser" signs. Second, President Smith asked Mr. Rauch and Mr. Allen 
to set up a meeting with Holland Homes, the HOA, and the residents of Fox Run 
Village to discuss what's happening before the next council meeting. Third, 
President Smith addressed what would happen next about the Renfro House in 
that they would be submitting a text amendment to the R-2 zoning to include a 
bed and breakfast lodging option for approval at the next Planning Commission 
meeting. 
President Smith then asked if there was a motion to adjourn. Ms. Norris then tried 
to speak, stating that President Smith gave instructions to everyone on the City 
Council except the lone female and she would like to know why, but she was not 
recognized by President Smith, and he again asked if there was a motion to 
adjourn. Mr. Rauch made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Aja seconded the motion. 
President Smith asked Mr. Jones to call the roll and the following vote was 
recorded: 

  2. Motion to Adjourn.  
    MOTION TO ADJOURN: 4 TO 1 

RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 3 Tim Aja 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 Allen, Councilman Ward 3 Aja, Councilman 

Ward 4 - President Smith, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 
NAYS: Councilwoman Ward 2 - President Pro-Tem Norris 
ABSTAIN: None 
The council meeting ended at 07:03 pm. 

  
 


