
 OPELIKA CITY COUNCIL  
 “ REGULAR MEETING MINUTES “ 

 204 South 7th Street  

 January 7, 2020 
 TIME: 7:00 PM 

        

Generated 1/22/2020 8:34 AM 

1. Call to Order 

President Smith called the city council meeting to order at 7:00pm and asked Mr. Shuman to call 

the roll. 

2. Roll Call 

Mr. Shuman called the roll and all city council members were present. 

1. Patricia Jones, Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Dozier Smith T, David Canon, Eddie Smith  

3. Invocation 

Pastor Henry Smith gave the invocation. 

1. Henry Smith, an elder with the Presbyterian Church.  

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

Kendall and Bryson lead the Plead of Allegiance. 

1. Kendall Bryant and Bryson McGlynn from Jeter Primary School.  

5. Reading of Minutes 

1. Minutes from the 12-17-19 city council meeting.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 

6. Unfinished Business 

7. Remarks By the Mayor 

Mayor Fuller recognized Tara Young in the IT department with a performance award. 

1. City's financial summary report for October 31, 2019.  

Mayor Fuller passed out copies of a summary of the  October 2019 city financials to all the city 

council members for their information and review. 

2. City's financial summary report for November 30, 2019.  

Mayor Fuller passed out copies of a summary of the  November 2019 city financials to all the city 

council members for their information and review. 

3. Proclamation recognizing January as Human Trafficking Awareness Month.  

Mayor Fuller presented a proclamation recognizing January 2019 as Human Trafficking 

Awareness Month. 

8. Citizen Communications 

(Limit comments to five minutes or less) None. 

9. Report of Disbursements 

10. Committee Reports 

11. General Business 
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1. Public Hearing - Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N Uniroyal Rd.  

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing for a weed abatement assessment to said property in the 

amount of $463.34.  President Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone 

present that would like to speak for or against said assessment. No one came forward. President 

Smith closed the public hearing. 

2. Public Hearing, Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan  

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing to amend the Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan. President 

Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak 

for or against said amendment. No one came forward. President Smith closed the public hearing. 

3. Public Hearing, Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1  

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing to amend the zoning ordinance & map from R3 to I1 for 

certain property on Dickson Street. President Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there 

was anyone present that would like to speak for or against said rezoning. No one came forward. 

President Smith closed the public hearing. 

4. Public Hearing, Amend Text Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations  

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing to amend the text of the zoning ordinance for Section 9 

sign regulations. President Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present 

that would like to speak for or against said amendment. No one came forward. President Smith 

closed the public hearing. 

12. Awarding of Bids 

13. Resolutions 

1. Resolution 001-20 Expense reports from various departments.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Canon, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
2. Resolution 002-20 Designate City Personal Property Surplus and Authorize Disposal  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Patricia Jones, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
3. Resolution 003-20 Purchase - Cisco Hardware - National IPA Contract #2018011-01 - IT  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Canon, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
4. Resolution 004-20 Refund Request-Stephens, Occupational License Fees.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Canon, Council Member 

SECONDER: Patricia Jones, President Pro-Tem 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
5. Resolution 005-20 Refund Request- Colley, Occupational License Fees.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Patricia Jones, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
6. Resolution 006-20 Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N Uniroyal Rd.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Canon, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
7. Resolution 007-20 Set public hearing date to fix cost & assessment of demolition at 207 

Avenue A.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Canon, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
8. Resolution 008-20 Set public hearing date to fix cost & assessment of demolition at 3307 

Arnold Avenue.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
9. Resolution 009-20 Proposal from NRC for Arborist Services.  

RESULT: FAILED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Canon, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
10. Resolution 010-20 Agreement with ESG Engineering; upgrades to Eastside WW 

Treatment Plant.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

SECONDER: Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
11. Resolution 011-20 Amendment 1 to agreement with Constantine Engineering; 

improvements to Westside WW Treatment Plant.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: David Canon, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
12. Resolution 012-20 Reappoint municipal court officals.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Canon, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
13. Resolution 013-20 Appoint Benjamin H. Parr Assistant Municipal Prosecutor.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Canon, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 

14. Ordinances 

1. Ordinance 001-20-ORD Amend Wyndham PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.  
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RESULT: SECOND READING AND APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Council Member 

SECONDER: David Canon, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
2. Ordinance  Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.  

This ordinance was introduced by Mr. Canon. 

3. Ordinance  Amend Zoning Ord & Map, Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1, 2nd Reading  

This ordinance was introduced by Mr. Smith T. 

4. Ordinance  Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations - 2nd Reading  

This ordinance was introduced by Mr. Canon. 

15. Appointments 

1. Municipal Court appointments; see resolution no. 12 and 13 above.   

16. Adjourn 

The City Council meeting minutes of January7, 2020 are hereby adopted and approved this the 21st  day of January, 

2020. 

 

     /s/ Eddie Smith 

                                                                                ____________________________ 

                                                                                 President of City Council 

                                                                                 City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

ATTEST: 

/s/ R. G. Shuman 

____________________________ 

R. G. "Bob" Shuman, CMC 

City Clerk - Treasurer 

1. Character Trait of the month - Integrity, adherence to moral and ethical priniciples; 

soundness of moral character; honesty.  

2. Motion to adjourn.  

President Smith announced that interviews with the selected candidates for the new City Clerk-

Treasurer are scheduled. The new City Clerk-Treasurer may be appointed at the next city council 

meeting on January 21, 2020. 

This city council meeting ended at 7:30 pm. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Patricia Jones, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Council Member 

SECONDER: Dozier Smith T, Council Member 

AYES: Jones, Gibson-Pitts, Smith T, Canon, Smith 
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Mayor Fuller passed out copies of a summary of the  November 2019 city financials to all the 

city council members for their information and review. 
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  Prepared By: Jerry Bush 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Lillie Finley 

 Sponsors:  

 GENERAL BUSINESS (ID # 3903) DOC ID: 3903  

Updated: 12/20/2019 8:49 AM by Jerry Bush  Page 1 

Public Hearing - Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N 
Uniroyal Rd. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing for a weed abatement assessment to said property in the 

amount of $463.34.  President Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone 

present that would like to speak for or against said assessment. No one came forward. President 

Smith closed the public hearing. 
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WEED ABATEMENT INVOICE 
 
 
 

Date:  12/23/2019 
 
To:  Watwood Investments LLC 
        PO Box 1207 
        Dothan Al. 36302   
 
Property Address: 
1701 N Uniroyal Rd. 
Opelika Al. 36801 
Parcel # 10-02-03-0-000-025.000 
 
 
 
On   November 13, 2019    in accordance with Opelika City Ordinance 110-12, a notice was sent 
informing the owner that of a weed violation at the above listed property address. After failing to 
correct the violation within the time specified in the notice, the City of Opelika abated the violation. 
 
The following is a list of charges that City of Opelika incurred for the abatement: 
 
Cost of Abatement:    450.00   
 
Certified mail:             13.34   
 
Misc.                                
 
Total                             463.34     
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To:  Watwood Investments LLC 

        PO Box 1207 

        Dothan Al. 36302   

   

  

 

  

 

 

   NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON COST OF 

          ABATEMENT OF WEED NUISANCE LOCATED AT 

                                      1701 N Uniroyal Rd., Parcel 10-02-03-0-000-025.000 

  ================================================= 

 

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the weed nuisance growing upon or in front of the property  

 

located at 1701 N Uniroyal Rd, Parcel No. 025.000 in the City of Opelika has been abated by the removal 

 

of the noxious or dangerous weeds, and the Mayor has therefore submitted to the City Council an  

 

itemized report (attached) in writing showing the cost of removing said nuisance.  The total cost of abating  

 

such nuisance in front of or upon the above described property is $463.34. 

 

 Notice is also given that the City Council of the City of Opelika will meet to hear and to determine  

 

any objections or defenses that may be raised by any of the property owners liable to be assessed of the  

 

work of abating such nuisance at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 204 South  

 

7th Street, Opelika, Alabama, on the 7th day of January, 2020. 

 

 You are further notified that the cost of abating such nuisance, if confirmed by the City Council,  

 

shall constitute a weed lien on said property and shall be turned over to the Revenue Commissioner of Lee  

 

County, Alabama to add the amount of such weed lien to the next regular bill of taxes levied against said  

 

property. 

 

 Dated this the 23rd day of December, 2019. 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Jerry Bush 

       Code Compliance Officer 

        

 

Cc: Joey Motley – City Administrator 

              Lillie Finley – Purchasing-Revenue Manager 

Guy. F. Gunter, III – City Attorney 
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 City Council Meeting: 01/07/20 07:00 PM 
 204 South 7Th Street Department: Planning 
 Opelika, AL   Category: Public Hearing 

  Prepared By: Marty Ogren 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Charles Mosley 

 Sponsors:  

 GENERAL BUSINESS (ID # 3856) DOC ID: 3856  

Updated: 12/30/2019 7:01 AM by Marty Ogren  Page 1 

Public Hearing, Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

(CANNON GATE PUD) 

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Opelika will hold a 

Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the 

Municipal Building, 204 S. 7th Street, Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

 

PURPOSE 

 

 The purpose of said Public Hearing will be to consider the adoption of an ordinance to 

amend the Development Plan for Cannon Gate PUD.  The Development Plan for Cannon Gate 

PUD was approved by the City Council as required by Section 8.18(n) of the Zoning Ordinance 

of the City.  At said Public Hearing all who desire to be heard shall have the opportunity to speak 

for or in opposition to the adoption of the following ordinance: 

 

ORDINANCE NO.__________ 

 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR CANNON GATE PUD  

 

  

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  FINDINGS.  The City Council has determined and hereby finds and declares 

that the following facts are true and correct: 

 

(a)  Mae’s Pasture, LLC heretofore submitted to the City a Development Plan for 

a planned unit development (“PUD”) entitled “Cannon Gate PUD” consisting of 

approximately 163.77 acres.   

 

(b)  Pursuant to Ordinance No. 101-07, the City Council approved said 

Development Plan for Cannon Gate PUD and amended the Official Zoning Map 

11.2

Packet Pg. 35



General Business (ID # 3856)  Meeting of January 7, 2020 

Updated: 12/30/2019 7:01 AM by Marty Ogren  Page 2 

of the City to designate the zoning classification of Planned Unit Development 

(“PUD”) for approximately 163.77 acres located on the west side of Oakbowery 

Road and north of Blackhawk Drive. 

 

(c)   On June 20, 2017, the City Council approved an amended Development Plan 

for Phase 2 and a portion of Phase 3 of Cannon Gate PUD.   

 

(d)  Cannon Gate Homeowners Association, Inc., has heretofore submitted to the 

City a proposed amended Cannon Gate PUD which will convert 6.4 acres of open 

space to private ownership. 

 

(e)  The current Development Plan shows 20.1 acres of common area. The 

proposed amended Development Plan will convert 6.4 acres of common space 

located in the southeast quadrant of the development to private ownership. The 

subject property is located adjacent to the west side of Oak Bowery Road and 

approximately 4.7 acres of the 6.4 acres is unbuildable because it is located in a 

100 year floodway or flood plain.    

 

(f)  The Planning Commission of the City of Opelika heretofore conducted a 

public hearing on the proposed amended Development Plan. 

 

(g)  The Planning Commission recommended approval of the amended 

Development Plan for Cannon Gate PUD. 

 

(h)  It is advisable and in interest of the City and the public interest that the 

amended Development Plan be approved. 

 

 Section 2.  Approval of Amended Development Plan.  The amended Development Plan 

as submitted for review is hereby approved and confirmed as required by Section 8.18(n) of the 

Zoning Ordinance of the City. 

 

 Section 3.  Retention of Copies of the Amended Development Plan.  Copies of the 

amended Development Plan shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk, City Planner, 

City Engineer, and Building Official and shall be open for public inspection. 

 

 Section 4.  Repealer. That any ordinance or part thereof in conflict with the provisions of 

this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed.   

Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption, 

approval and publication as required by law. 

Section 6.  Publication.  This Ordinance is to be published one (1) time in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 
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      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of ______________________, 

2020. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 

 

  

 

 

 APPROVED this the _____day of ______________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 
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___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

END 

All interested persons are invited to attend the Public Hearing and be heard. Written 

comments concerning the above matter may be mailed to the City Clerk at City Hall, P.O. Box 

390, Opelika, AL 36803 at any time prior to the Public Hearing and may be further submitted to 

the City Council at the meeting and Public Hearing.   

Please contact Kevin Rice, the City’s ADA Coordinator, at 334-705-2083 at least two (2) 

working days prior to the meeting if you require special accommodations due to a disability.   

 WITNESS my hand this the ___day of _________________,  2019. 

 

 

     _______________________________________________ 

     CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO:   PUBLISHER 

  

 

 Opelika, Alabama 36801 

 

 Please publish the foregoing Notice one (1) time in the December ___, 2019, issue of 

your paper. 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 
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The public hearing concerns an amendment to the Cannon Gate PUD master plan. The changes are to 

convert 6.4 acres of common area or open space reserved for the Cannon Gate PUD property owners to 

private ownership. An adjacent  property owner (Randy Brown, 1404 Blackhawk Drive) is constructing a 

home next to the common area and desires to purchase and maintain the common area. About 4.7 acres of 

the 6.4 acres is ‘unbuildable’ because its located in a 100 year floodway or floodplain. The property is 

difficult to access from the Cannon Gate home lots. Cannon Gate property owners have more accessible 

common areas with a walking trail adjacent to their home lots.  PC report with maps are attached. At the 

November 19th meeting, the Planning Commission voted 6 to 0 (one abstain) to send a positive 

recommendation to City Council to approve amendments to the master plan. At the December 3rd work 

session, City Council approved a public hearing to be advertised.  

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing to amend the Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan. President 

Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak 

for or against said amendment. No one came forward. President Smith closed the public hearing. 
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City of Opelika 
Planning Commission Report 

  

 

Action Requested: Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan - Major Amendment to Master 

Plan 

 

Property Location: Oak Bowery Road, Blackhawk Drive and Cannon Gate Drive 

 

Property Owners:  Cannon Gate Homeowners Association, Inc.  

 

Existing Zone:   PUD (Planned Unit Development) 

 

Existing Land Use:  Undeveloped – common area for Cannon Gate PUD  

 

Adjacent Land Use:  North: Single family homes 

     South: Single family homes and vacant lots 

                                                     East: Single family homes 

                                                    West: Single family homes and vacant land  

 

 

The applicant/developer is requesting a major amendment to the Cannon Gate PUD master plan. The 

amendment converts 6.4 acres of common area or open space reserved for the Cannon Gate PUD 

property owners to private ownership. The 6.4 acres is part of a 20.1 acre common area. If the 

amendment is approved by City Council, a subdivision plat will be submitted for approval to create 

the 6.4 acre lot.  

 

An adjacent property owner (Randy Brown, 1404 Blackhawk Drive) is constructing a home next to 

the common area.  His home is in the Forest Hills subdivision and not part of the Cannon Gate PUD. 

He asked the applicant/developer if he could purchase 6.4 acres of the 20.1 acre lot. He has no plans 

to build on the 6.4 acres, but desires to maintain the property by removing the kudzu, underbrush, 

and drain standing water toward the creek. About 4.7 acres of the 6.4 acres is ‘unbuildable’ because 

its located in a 100 year floodway or floodplain (map on page 2).   

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.2.a

Packet Pg. 40

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

C
 R

ep
o

rt
 a

n
d

 M
ap

s 
 -

  C
an

n
o

n
 G

at
e 

M
as

te
r 

P
la

n
 A

m
en

d
m

en
t 

- 
N

o
v 

19
, 2

01
9 

 (
38

56
 :

 P
u

b
lic

 H
ea

ri
n

g
, A

m
en

d
 C

an
n

o
n

 G
at

e 
P

U
D



Page 2 of 3 
 

 

 

                             

                                                Yellow = 6.4 acre lot           Orange = 100 year Floodplain 

 

The proposed 6.4 acre lot is difficult to access from the Cannon Gate home lots and the adjacent 

common area north of the 6.4 acres. The north property line of the 6.4 acre lot runs along a 100 year 

flood way; the flood way retains water and channels water downstream. The surrounding area is 

wetland area most of the time. It’s difficult to cross the floodway from the north side to the south 

side. Instead, the developer’s intent on providing common area for the Cannon Gate HOA/ property 

owners was to designate an area easily accessible and adjacent to the rear property line of the Cannon 

Gate home lots. A walking trail running parallel to the rear property lines was also designated on the 

common area (see original Master Plan below with walking trail).   
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                                                                      Cannon Gate  PUD Master Plan   

                     

 

Staff Recommendation 

 

Staff recommends a positive recommendation be sent to City Council to amend the Cannon 

Gate PUD Master Plan allowing the proposed 6.4 acre lot removed as common area and 

converted to private ownership.   

 

At the December 19th meeting, the Planning Commission voted 6 to 0 (one 
abstain) to send a positive recommendation to City Council to approve 
amendments to the Cannon Gate Master Plan as described in this report.  
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Public Hearing, Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Dickson Street, R-
3 to I-1 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Opelika will hold a 

Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the 

Municipal Building, 204 S. 7th Street, Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

 

PURPOSE 

 

 The purpose of said Public Hearing will be to consider the adoption of an ordinance to 

amend Ordinance Number 124-91 (entitled “Zoning Ordinance of the City of Opelika”) adopted 

on September 17, 1991.  At said Public Hearing all who desire to be heard shall have the 

opportunity to speak for or in opposition to the adoption of the following ordinance: 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ________  

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING  

ORDINANCE AND ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 Section 1.  That Ordinance 124-91 entitled “Zoning Ordinance City of Opelika, 

Alabama”, adopted on September 17, 1991, and the Zoning Map of the City of Opelika provided 

for and referred to therein, as previously amended and/or modified, be and the same is hereby 

amended by rezoning or redistricting the parcel of land hereinafter in this section described, so as 

to change such parcel from one class of district to another class of district as follows, to-wit: 

 

From a R-3 District (Low Density Residential District) to I-1 District (Institutional 

District), the parcel of land hereinafter described: 
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Commence at the Southwest corner of Lot 1 Lake Condy Subdivision, according to 

and as shown by map or plat of said subdivision of record in Town Plat Book 8, at 

Page 40, in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama, thence run 

South 4° 24’ West for 374.6 feet to the point of beginning of the tract or parcel of 

land herein to be described and conveyed; thence run North 4° 24’ West for 375.6 

feet to the Southwest corner of said Lot 1 of said Lake Condy Subdivision; thence run 

South 64° 47’ East for 683.6 feet to the Southeast corner of Lot 6 of the said Lake 

Condy Subdivision, then run South 3° 51’ West for 63.5 feet; thence run South 89° 

15’ West for 630 feet, more or less, to said point of beginning; and containing 3.2 

acres more or less. 

 

The above-described property contains 3.2 acres more or less and is located on the 

westerly right-of-way of Dickson Street, Opelika, Alabama. 

       

Section 2.  Any ordinance or part thereof in conflict with provisions of this Ordinance be 

and the same are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

 

All interested persons are invited to attend the public hearing and be heard. Written 

comments concerning the above matter may be mailed to the City Clerk at P.O. Box 390, 

Opelika, AL 36803 at any time prior to the public hearing and may be further submitted to the 

City Council at the meeting and the public hearing.   

 

Please contact Kevin Rice, the City’s ADA Coordinator, at 334-705-2083 two (2) 

working days prior to the meeting if you require special accommodations due to any disability. 

 

 

 

 WITNESS my hand this the ___day of _________________, 2019. 

 

 

 

     _______________________________________________ 

     CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

TO:   PUBLISHER 

 Opelika-Auburn News 

 P.O. Box 2208 
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 Opelika, Alabama 36803 

 

 Please publish the foregoing Notice one (1) time in the December ____, 2019 issue of 

your paper. 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 
The applicant is requesting rezoning 3.2 acres from R-3 to I-1 (Institutional) zoning district. In November 

2019, Southern Union College purchased the property, but  has no immediate plans for the property. The 

school  anticipates either a building with parking lot or additional parking spaces constructed on the 

property. Southern Union property is adjacent to the rezoning property on the west side. The adjacent 

properties on the north, east, and south sides of the rezoning property are zoned R-3 (residential, single 

family homes); The I-1 zone is for major institutional uses such as governmental buildings, schools, or 

medical offices/EAMC; most commercial uses are prohibited in the I-1 zone in order to establish and 

protect the    I-1 zone from incompatible uses. The Planning Commission report and map are attached. At 

the November 19th meeting, the Planning Commission voted 6 to 0 (one abstain) to send a positive 

recommendation to CC to rezone the property. At the December 3rd CC WS, the City Council reviewed 

the rezoning request and approved advertising for a CC PH. 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing to amend the zoning ordinance & map from R3 to I1 for 

certain property on Dickson Street. President Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there 

was anyone present that would like to speak for or against said rezoning. No one came forward. 

President Smith closed the public hearing. 
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City of Opelika 
Planning Commission Report 

  

 
Action Requested:                    Rezoning 3.2 acres from R-3 to I-1, Dickson Street 
             

  Property Owner(s):                Ben Jordan c/o Southern Union Community College     

      

Current Zoning:         R-3 

 

Proposed Zoning:                   I-1 (Institutional)   

 

Existing Land Use:                  Undeveloped 

 

Surrounding Zoning Districts  

And Land Uses: North R-3 Single-family homes  

 South R-3         Single-family homes   

 East R-3         Single-family homes 

 West I-1          Southern Union College  

     

Rezoning 

Southern Union Community College is requesting rezoning 3.2 acres from R-3 to I-1.  About two 

weeks ago, the college purchased the 3.2 acres. The school has no immediate plans for the 

property but anticipates future growth, and therefore, planning accordingly with the purchase. 

The school anticipates either a building with parking lot or additional parking spaces constructed 

on the property. If the rezoning to I-1 is approved and when a development plan is provided, a 

residential buffer will be required along the property line adjacent to the R-3 lots.  

 

The adjacent properties on the north, east, and south sides of the 3-acre rezoning property are 

zoned R-3. Southern Union property is adjacent to the rezoning property on the west side. Single 

family homes occupy 13 of the 16 lots that surround the rezoning property on three sides; three 

lots are vacant/undeveloped. The adjacent lots range in size form 15,000 sf to one acre. 

 

Staff believes rezoning to I-1 for Southern Union College is compatible with the adjacent R-3 

zoning district.  The I-1 zone is intended for major institutional uses such as governmental 

buildings, schools, or medical offices/EAMC. The I-1 zone prohibits many types of commercial 

uses in order to establish and protect the I-1 zone from incompatible uses. Commercial uses that 

are prohibited in the I-1 zone are retail stores, automobile related uses, manufacturing-type uses, 

and commercial uses conducted outside a building. The commercial uses outright allowed in a I-

1 zone are office uses, hotel, day cares, medical clinic/research facilities, and a standard restaurant 

(fast food not allowed). Single-family homes are also outright allowed in the I-1 zone.  
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Single family homes are on most adjacent lots; two lots are undeveloped.  The proposed 

institutional land use category is a use that serves a city’s  education needs. Commercial uses are 

limited in the institutional category to protect the institutional use from incompatible uses.  

 

 

Staff Recommendation 

 

 Planning Staff recommends the Planning Commission send a positive recommendation to 

the City Council to rezone the property from R-3 to I-1.   

 

At the November 22nd meeting, the Planning Commission voted 6 to 0 

(one abstain) to send a positive recommendation to the City Council to 

rezone the 3.2 acres from R-3 to I-1.   
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Public Hearing, Amend Text Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign 
Regulations 

CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 

 

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Opelika will hold a 

Public Hearing on Tuesday, January 7, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the 

Municipal Building, 204 S. 7th Street, Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

 

PURPOSE 

 

 The purpose of said Public Hearing will be to consider the adoption of an ordinance to 

amend Ordinance Number 124-91 (entitled “Zoning Ordinance of the City of Opelika”) adopted 

on September 17, 1991.  At said Public Hearing all who desire to be heard shall have the 

opportunity to speak for or in opposition to the adoption of the following ordinance: 

 

 

 

ORDINANCE NO. ________  

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TEXT OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA AND SPECIFICALLY  

TO AMEND  SECTIONS 9.5(15), 9.5(18), 9.5(19), 9.10(7), 9.10(9),  

9.12(2), 9.12(3) AND SCHEDULE A THEREOF 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 Section 1.  Amendments.  That Ordinance 124-91 entitled “Zoning Ordinance of the City 

of Opelika, Alabama”, adopted on September 17, 1991, as amended, is further amended in the 

following respects: 
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(a) That Section 9.5(15), FLAGPOLES AND FLAGS, FLAG BRACKETS, FLAG 

STANCHIONS AND FLAGS, is amended to read as follows: 

 

(15) Flagpoles and Flags; Flag Brackets, Flag Stanchions and Flags. 

a. Flagpoles and Flags.  For each parcel and development site in residential 

use with one principal structure, one flagpole may be installed and two (2) flags may be 

displayed per flagpole.  A flag in a residential Zoning District displayed on a flagpole 

shall not exceed forty (40) square feet in size. For each parcel and development site that 

is over one-half (1/2) acre in size and is in nonresidential use, up to three flagpoles may 

be installed and up to two (2) flags may be displayed per flagpole. A flag in a non-

residential Zoning District displayed on a flagpole shall not exceed one hundred fifty 

(150) square feet in size. 

b. Flag Brackets, Flag Stanchions, and Flags. For each principal structure on 

a parcel, up to two flag brackets or stanchions may be attached or placed for the display 

of flags. A flag displayed from a flag bracket or a flag stanchion shall not exceed twenty-

four (24) square feet in size. 

c. For the purpose of determining the size of a flag, only one side of the flag 

shall be counted as the display surface. 

d. Flags on parcels in non-residential use may be externally illuminated. 

e.  The United States flag/American flag may be illuminated. The lighting should 

be directed away from roadways, traffic areas and adjacent residential properties.  

f. In-ground American flagpole requirements are the following:  

     Maximum height (feet)       Maximum size (square feet) 

                   60’-65’                 135’ 

                    50-59                              96  

                     40-49                                  72  

                      30-39                                  50  

                      20-29                                  30  

                       Under 20                            15  

 

(b) That Section 9.5(18), FREESTANDING SIGNS, is amended to read as follows: 

 

(18) Freestanding Signs.  A freestanding sign may be a pole sign or a 

monument sign, unless otherwise restricted and where allowed, and subject to the 

following: 
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a. General Requirements.  In the C-1, C-2, C-3, M-1, M-2, I-1 and GC 

Zoning Districts, pole signs and monument signs may display two or more sign subject to 

the additional provisions set forth below for single-lot general businesses and for group 

developments. In the event that a reader board (manual or digital reader board) is 

attached to a freestanding sign, the reader board sign surface shall be no larger than fifty 

percent (50%) of the principal sign surface area. The principal sign surface area includes 

all signage on the freestanding sign except the reader board.  

 

b. Single-Lot General Businesses. The maximum area of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet. The maximum height of a freestanding 

sign shall be twenty (20) feet.  Only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed per single-

frontage lot; and up to two (2) freestanding signs are allowed for a corner lot or for 

double-frontage lots. No lot shall have more than two freestanding signs. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, freestanding signs are not allowed in the C-1 Zoning 

District for single-lot general businesses. 

 

c. Group Developments. 

 

(1) Only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed for each street frontage of a group 

development.  

 

(2) A freestanding sign for a single tenant of a group development is prohibited. 

 

(3) Group Development size and height standards 

 

(a) Group Developments with an aggregate gross building area not to exceed 

29,999 square feet, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed 

one hundred twenty (120) square feet, and the maximum height of a 

freestanding sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.  

 

(b) Group Developments with an aggregate of 30,000 to 64,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed two 

hundred (200) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.  

 

(c) Group Developments with an aggregate of 65,000 to 99,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed three 

hundred (300) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed thirty (30) feet. 

 

(d) Group Developments with an aggregate of 100,000 to 499,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed five 

hundred (500) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet. 
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(e) Group Developments with an aggregate of 500,000 to 999,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed seven 

hundred fifty (750) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding 

sign shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet.  

 

(f) Group Developments with an aggregate over 1 million square feet of building 

area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed one thousand 

(1,000) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall not 

exceed forty-five (45) feet. 

 

d. Interstate Signs.  In addition to the allowable freestanding signage for any 

nonresidential development site, an interstate sign may also be erected provided that; 

 

1. Any portion of the development site over five (5) acres lies within an area of 

1,000 feet from the center point of the centerline of the interstate overpass. One 

(1) interstate sign with a maximum area of either 250 square feet and a maximum 

height of 60 feet may be erected; or 

 

2. Any portion of the development site over five (5) acres lies within an area of one 

(1) mile, (5,280 feet) from the center point of the centerline of the interstate 

overpass and whose development site abuts the right-of-way of the interstate. 

One (1) sign with a maximum area of 130 square feet and a maximum height of 

30 feet may be erected. Such signs must be located only along the property edge 

abutting the interstate right-of-way and must be positioned as to be read from the 

interstate. The maximum setback from the interstate right-of-way shall not 

exceed 20 feet. 

 

3. A group development that lies within either of the geographic areas described in 

18.d.1 or 2 shall be allowed a group development sign meeting the height of 

18.d.1 or 2 with the allowable area afforded to the applicable group development 

in 18.c.3.  In such case that a group development interstate sign is permitted, a 

freestanding interstate sign for an individual tenant of the group development is 

prohibited.   

 

e. Subdivision Identification Marker - A freestanding sign marking an 

entrance from a perimeter road to a residential subdivision, commercial development, or 

industrial park. Subdivision markers may be a single sign or a pair of signs. A 

subdivision marker shall contain no advertising other than the name of the residential 

subdivision, commercial development, or industrial park. No subdivision marker shall be 

located within the public right of way and must be within the perimeter of the 

subdivision. The sign shall be a ground-mounted or monument sign installed at the 

entrance of a perimeter road to a subdivision/development; maximum sign area shall be 

100 square feet and maximum height 6 feet including architectural features. 
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(c) That Section 9.5(19), WALL SIGNS, is amended to read as follows: 

 

(19)  Wall Signs. 

a. Wall signs shall not extend above the top of a building wall.  

b.        Wall signs may be installed on one or more exterior walls. The total square 

footage of all wall signs installed must not exceed the maximum total display area 

allowed. 

c. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3, 

R-4, R-4M, R-5, R-5M, and PRD Zoning Districts shall be four (4) square feet. Only one 

wall sign is allowed per residence. 

 

d. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the AP, and FP, Zoning 

Districts shall be twelve (12) square feet. Only one (1) wall sign is allowed per building. 

 

e. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the C-1, C-2, C-3, M-l, 

M-2, I-I, R/E, GC, and HOD Zoning Districts are as follows: 

 

(i).  On any single lot with 30,000 square feet or less of floor area, the 

maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display 

area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal 

foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 200 square feet. The exterior wall 

business frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way of 

a street.  

 

(ii).  On any single lot with more than 30,000 square feet of floor area, the 

maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display 

area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal 

foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 320 square feet. The exterior tenant 

wall business frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-

way of a street.  

 

(iii).  For a Group Development, the maximum total display area for each 

tenant for an exterior wall sign on the exterior wall business frontage shall be the 

lesser of (a) the display area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of 

sign area for each lineal foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 100  200 

square feet. The exterior business wall frontage for each tenant space within a 

Group Development shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way 

of a street.  
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For a Group Development with more than 30,000 square feet of floor area, 

the maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display 

area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal 

foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 320 square feet. The exterior tenant 

wall business frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-

way of a street.  

 

f. Up to fifty percent (50%) of the wall sign surface may consist of a 

changeable copy sign; provided, however, that the sign copy of the changeable copy sign 

shall not change more than once in any twenty-four (24) hour time period.  The wall sign 

shall not project more than twelve (12) inches from the wall. If the wall sign projects 

more than two and one-half (2½) inches from the wall, the wall sign shall be mounted so 

that the bottom of the wall sign is at least nine (9) feet above ground at finished grade 

below the wall sign. The wall sign may be illuminated. 

 

 

(d) That subsections (e), (i) and (q) of Section 9.10(7), SIGN PERMIT 

APPLICATION, are amended to read as follows: 

 

(7) Sign permit applications 

e. An address or legal description of the property upon which the sign is to 

be located. The legal address may be located on a certified boundary survey. 

i. For all wall mounted signs, the facade elevation with dimensions, drawn 

to scale. Windows and doors and other openings shall be delineated.  

q.  Signature of Property Owner or complete an “Authorization to Act As 

Applicant for Property Owner” form.  

 

(e) That Section 9.10(9) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS is amended to read as follows: 

 

(9) Design Requirements 

a. Tenant panels in monument signs. All tenant panels in a monument sign, 

including those added to an existing sign structure, shall be constructed of similar 

materials and illuminated by a similar method. 

b. Wall signs. Wall signs shall not be installed to cover windows, doors, or 

other types of fenestration. 

(f) That Section 9.12(2), BRIGHTNESS LEVEL, is amended to read as follows: 
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(2) Luminance/Brightness Level.  Self-luminous outdoor signs shall not 

operate at brightness levels more than 0.3 foot candles above ambient lighting conditions 

when measured using a foot-candle (Lux) meter. The sign’s brightness level is measured 

at a certain distance based on the sign area. The distance to measure the sign’s foot-

candles is calculated using the following formula: Measurement Distance = √Area of 

Sign X 100, rounded to the nearest whole number. (Research and Information about 

measuring brightness levels can be obtained from research by the International Sign 

Association, August 2016.) The signs shall be equipped with manual diming or scheduled 

dimming controls, or photocell/light sensors that automatically dims the brightness of the 

sign as ambient conditions change. Prior to issuance of a sign permit, the applicant shall 

provide a written certification from the sign company or sign manufacturer that 

brightness levels will not exceed 0.3 foot candles above ambient lighting conditions.  

 

(g) That Schedule A to Section 9.12(3) is amended to read as follows: 

 

SCHEDULE A 

 

Pursuant to Section 9.12(3), entitled “Reduction of Non-Digital Billboards 

through Conversion to, or Replacement by, Digital Billboards,” it is recognized 

that the City has a goal to reduce in the number of billboards in the City.  In 

addition to ordinary attrition and in addition to the destruction of billboards 

through Acts of God, lawful nonconforming non-digital billboards that currently 

exist within the City may be removed by other means. Specifically, such 

nonconforming non-digital billboards may be converted to nonconforming digital 

billboards based upon the trade ratio, the sunset provision, and the other 

conditions as set forth in this Schedule A.  

 

Except as specifically set forth in this Schedule A, no vested rights shall accrue to 

any person or entity.   

This Schedule A provides two alternatives for minimum trades of existing 

billboards or legal non-conforming off-site commercial signs constructed prior to 

the adoption of this ordinance.  Each new digital sign face shall require one of the 

following alternatives as a pre-condition for the vested right to place one and no 

more than one (1) digital billboard sign face into operation. 

a) Standard billboards - a minimum trade ratio of 4:1, namely at least four 

(4) qualifying nonconforming non-digital billboard sign faces (each qualifying 

sign face must equal or exceed two hundred twenty-five square feet (225 sq. ft.) 

b) Small billboards - billboards or off-premise commercial signs shall be 

allowed to trade signs smaller than 225 square feet if the total of all sign faces 

exceeds 900 square feet.   
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1) The replacement digital billboard structure shall have no more than two 

(2) digital faces, with any one digital sign face not exceeding three hundred 

square feet (300 sq. ft.).   

2) The surrounding cabinet or border shall not exceed six inches in width.  

3) Each sign face, up to a maximum of two sign faces per billboard structure, 

qualifies as an existing sign face so that the removal of an existing billboard 

structure with two (2) or more sign faces qualifies as the removal of two existing 

sign faces.   

4) All sign faces shall be removed from an existing billboard structure and 

the structure and visible foundation demolished and removed in order for each 

removed sign face to qualify as an eliminated sign.  

5) Each digital changeable face qualifies as a replacement sign face under 

this schedule.  However, each advertising face within a digital changeable face 

shall not count as an additional replacement sign face.   

6) Notwithstanding the foregoing, if an eliminated sign structure has more 

than two (2) sign faces, only two sign faces count as a qualifying replacement 

sign face. Each replacement billboard sign structure shall be located at the site of 

an eliminated sign which was demolished and removed.  In other words, all 

replacement sign structures are restricted to the locations of qualifying signs 

eliminated under this Schedule A.   

7) Replacement signs shall not be relocated to new sites or locations.   

8) All replacement signs shall meet all requirements and regulations of the 

City of Opelika and all applicable laws and regulations of the State of Alabama.  

Absent compliance with the foregoing, no building permit shall issue. If any 

building permit is issued without complying with the foregoing, then the building 

permit is void ab initio.  

 

This Schedule A provides for a sunset period of twenty-five (25) years for any 

new digital billboard structure (inclusive of any new digital sign faces), meaning 

that any new digital billboard structure and any new digital billboard faces that 

are so placed must be physically removed in their entirety immediately upon the 

passage of twenty-five (25) years following their placement into operation or 

following the erection of the new billboard structure, whichever comes first.  

 

Any nonconforming non-digital billboard structure that is voluntarily removed as 

a result of the loss or termination of lease, or that is substantially destroyed by an 

Act of God, shall not be eligible to be counted as a “qualifying non-digital 

billboard structure.”  
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Any new digital billboard structure, inclusive of its digital billboard face(s), shall 

be and remain nonconforming under the City’s Zoning Ordinance during the 

twenty-five (25) year sunset.  In the event that any such structure is destroyed by 

an Act of God or is removed due to a loss or termination of lease before the 

conclusion of the twenty-five year period, then the structure may not be rebuilt or 

re-established elsewhere; and, in any such event, the sunset period shall be 

deemed at an end even though twenty-five year period has not fully elapsed, and 

any and all vested rights that then existed shall be fully and completely 

extinguished. 

 

Any new digital billboard structure and its digital billboard faces(s) that may be 

erected or placed in operation pursuant to this Schedule A shall be subjected to 

the following conditions as to placement [and operation]: 

 

1. Digitally converted billboards (replacement billboards) shall be a 

minimum of two thousand five hundred (2,500) feet apart from any other digital 

billboard on the same road facing in the same direction of travel. 

 

2. The new digital billboard structure shall be no higher than thirty (30) feet 

to the top of the sign structure or sign face from the ground level at the foot of the 

sign structure. 

 

3. The new digital billboard structure shall only be located on one of the 

following roads, highways, or locations: I-85 or within one hundred (100) feet of 

I-85 and the Gateway Overlay Corridor Zoning District. However, no replacement 

billboard shall be located in the C-1 Zoning District or within the boundaries of 

any historic preservation district. 

 

4. The new digital sign faces shall not exceed three hundred square feet (300 

sf.). 

 

5. The messages on any digital sign face shall not change more frequently 

than once every ten (10) seconds. 

 

6. Any digital sign shall abide by the brightness and luminance standards as 

are established from time to time for all digital signs that utilize lighting to display 

messages.  

 

7. No digitally converted billboard (replacement billboards) shall be placed 

within any street right-of-way and no closer to the street right-of-way than the 

existing billboard. 
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8. Electrical wiring shall run underground from the power source to serve the 

digitally converted billboard. 

 

9. The City, through appropriate personnel, may exercise its police powers to 

protect public health, safety and welfare by requiring emergency information to 

be displayed on digitally converted billboards.  Emergency information includes, 

but is not limited to AMBER alerts, dangerous criminal alerts, fugitives from 

justice alerts, weather alerts and emergency management information.  Upon 

notification, and at no cost to the City, the sign operator shall exclusively display 

the emergency alert for the period of one (1) hour.  Thereafter, emergency alerts 

are to remain in rotation according to the designated issuing agencies protocols. 

 

10. As part of the digital permitting process, the owner of a static billboard 

sign must identify in its application the following: 

 

 (a)  The location of the static billboard face to be replaced 

 (b)  The size of the static face to be replaced 

 (c)  The size of the digital billboard face being installed 

 (d)  The location of four (4) the other billboard faces being removed 

 

Section 2.  Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances.   Any ordinance or parts thereof in conflict 

with provisions of this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption, 

approval and publication as required by law. 

 

Section 4.  Publication.  The City Clerk is directed to publish a synopsis of this Ordinance 

in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama pursuant to 

Section 11-45-8(b)(2), Code of Alabama, (1975) as amended. 

 

 

 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 
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CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 

 

 

 

 APPROVED this the _____day of _________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

END 

 

 

All interested persons are invited to attend the Public Hearing and be heard. Written 

comments concerning the above matter may be mailed to the City Clerk at City Hall, P.O. Box 

390, Opelika, AL 36803 at any time prior to the Public Hearing and may be further submitted to 

the City Council at the meeting and Public Hearing.   

The City Council reserves the right to modify or alter any of the proposed amendments to 

the Zoning Ordinance and to make amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  

Please contact Kevin Rice, the City’s ADA Coordinator, at 334-705-2083 at least two (2) 

working days prior to the meeting if you require special accommodations due to a disability.   
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 WITNESS my hand this the ___day of _________________, 2019. 

 

 

 

     _______________________________________________ 

     CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

TO:   PUBLISHER 

  

 

 Opelika, Alabama 36801 

 

 Please publish the foregoing Notice one (1) time in the December ____, 2019 issue of 

your paper. 

 

      __________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

The text amendments concern the following sub-sections of Section 9 Sign Regulations: Section 9.5 - 

(15) Flagpoles, (18) Freestanding Signs, (19) Wall Signs; Section 9.10 Sign Permits - (7) Sign Permit 

applications (9) Design Requirements; Section 9.12 Miscellaneous Provisions - (2) Luminance/ 

Brightness Levels; Pursuant to Section 12(3) the following added: Schedule A - Reduction of Non-

Digital Billboards through Conversion to, or Replacement by, Digital Billboards. The particular changes 

for each sub-section are provided in the Planning Commission report attached At the November 19th 

meeting the Planning Commission voted 6 to 0 (one abstain) to send a positive recommendation to City 

Council to approve text amendments to Section 9 Sign Regulations.   

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mr. Shuman presented a public hearing to amend the text of the zoning ordinance for Section 9 

sign regulations. President Smith opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone 

present that would like to speak for or against said amendment. No one came forward. President 

Smith closed the public hearing. 
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City of Opelika 

Planning Commission Report 
  

 

    Agenda Title: Amend Section IX Sign Regulations, sub-sections: Section 9.5 

General Provisions for Signs, Section 9.10 Sign Permits, Section 

9.12  Miscellaneous Provisions, Schedule A 

 
Section 9.5  

(15) Flagpoles and Flags; Flag Brackets, Flag Stanchions and Flags. 

a. Flagpoles and Flags.  For each parcel and development site in residential use with 

one principal structure, one flagpole may be installed and two (2) flags may be displayed per 

flagpole.  A flag in a residential Zoning District displayed on a flag pole shall not exceed forty (40) 

square feet in size. For each parcel and development site that is over one-half (1/2) acre in size 

and is in nonresidential use, up to three flagpoles may be installed and up to two (2) flags may be 

displayed per flagpole. A flag in a non-residential Zoning District displayed on a flag pole shall not 

exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet in size. 

b. Flag Brackets, Flag Stanchions, and Flags. For each principal structure on a 

parcel, up to two flag brackets or stanchions may be attached or placed for the display of flags. 

A flag displayed from a flag bracket or a flag stanchion shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square 

feet in size. 

c. For the purpose of determining the size of a flag, only one side of the flag shall 

be counted as the display surface. 

d. Flags on parcels in non-residential use may be externally illuminated. 

e.  The United States flag/American flag may be illuminated. The lighting should be 

directed away from roadways, traffic areas and adjacent residential properties.  

f. In-ground American flagpole requirements are the following:  

     Maximum height (feet)    Maximum size (square feet) 

                   60’-65’               135’ 

                    50-59                             96  

                     40-49                             72  

                      30-39                             50  

                      20-29                             30  

                       Under 20                       15  
 

(18) Freestanding Signs.  A freestanding sign may be a pole sign or a monument sign, unless 

otherwise restricted and where allowed, and subject to the following: 
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a. General Requirements.  In the C-1, C-2, C-3, M-1, M-2, I-1 and GC Zoning Districts, 

pole signs and monument signs may display two or more sign surfaces provided there is no 

spacing or open gap between the sign surfaces, subject to the additional provisions set forth 

below for single-lot general businesses and for group developments. In the event that a reader 

board (manual or digital reader board) is attached to a freestanding sign, the reader board sign 

surface shall be no larger than fifty percent (50%) of the principal sign surface area. The principal 

sign surface area includes all signage on the freestanding sign except the reader board.  

 

b. Single-Lot General Businesses. The maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not 

exceed one hundred (100) square feet. The maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be twenty 

(20) feet.  Only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed per single-frontage lot; and up to two (2) 

freestanding signs are allowed for a corner lot or for double-frontage lots. No lot shall have more 

than two freestanding signs. Notwithstanding the foregoing, freestanding signs are not allowed 

in the C-1 Zoning District for single-lot general businesses. 

c. Certain Small Group Developments. For group developments that are comprised 

of offices or strip mall shopping centers with an aggregate gross building area not to exceed 

29,999 square feet, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed one hundred twenty 

(120) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall not exceed twenty (20) 

feet. For group developments that are comprised of neighborhood shopping centers with an 

aggregate of 30,000 to 64,999 square feet of building area, the maximum area of a freestanding 

sign shall not exceed two hundred (200) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding 

sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet. Only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed for each street 

frontage of a group development. A freestanding sign for a single tenant of a group development 

is prohibited. Group Developments. 

(1) Only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed for each street frontage of a group 

development.  

(2) A freestanding sign for a single tenant of a group development is prohibited. 

(3) Group Development size and height standards 

(a) Group Developments with an aggregate gross building area not to exceed 29,999 

square feet, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed one 

hundred twenty (120) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.  

(b) For group developments that are comprised of neighborhood shopping centers 

Group Developments with an aggregate of 30,000 to 64,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed two 

hundred (200) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall 

not exceed twenty (20) feet.  

(c) Group Developments with an aggregate of 65,000 to 99,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed three 

hundred (300) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall 

not exceed thirty (30) feet. 

(d) Group Developments with an aggregate of 100,000 to 499,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed five 

hundred (500) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall 

not exceed thirty-five (35) feet. 
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(e) Group Developments with an aggregate of 500,000 to 999,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed seven 

hundred fifty (750) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet.  

(f) Group Developments with an aggregate over 1 million square feet of building 

area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed one thousand 

(1,000) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall not 

exceed forty-five (45) feet. 

 

 

 

d. Group Developments-In General. Except as set forth in subsection (18)c, for group 

developments, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed three hundred (300) 

square feet and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be thirty (30) feet. Only one 

(1) freestanding sign is allowed for each street frontage of a group development. A 

freestanding sign for a single tenant of a group development is prohibited. 

 

d. Interstate Signs In addition to the allowable freestanding signage for any nonresidential 

development site, an interstate sign may also be erected provided that; 
 

1. Any portion of the development site over five (5) acres lies within an area of 

1,000 feet from the center point of the centerline of the interstate overpass. One 

(1) interstate sign with a maximum area of either 250 square feet and a maximum 

height of 60 feet may be erected; or 

2. Any portion of the development site over five (5) acres lies within an area of one 

(1) mile, (5,280 feet) from the center point of the centerline of the interstate 

overpass and whose development site abuts the right-of-way of the interstate. 

One (1) sign with a maximum area of 130 square feet and a maximum height of 

30 feet may be erected. Such signs must be located only along the property edge 

abutting the interstate right-of-way and must be positioned as to be read from the 

interstate. The maximum setback from the interstate right-of-way shall not 

exceed 20 feet. 

3. A group development that lies within either of the geographic areas described in 

18.d.1 or 2 shall be allowed a group development sign meeting the height of 18.d.1 

or 2 with the allowable area afforded to the applicable group development in 18.c.3.  

In such case that a group development interstate sign is permitted, a freestanding 

interstate sign for an individual tenant of the group development is prohibited.   
 

d. Group Developments-In General.  Except as set forth in subsection (18)c, for 

group developments, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed three hundred 

(300) square feet and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall be thirty (30) feet.  Only 

one (1) freestanding sign is allowed for each street frontage of a group development. A 

freestanding sign for a single tenant of a group development is prohibited.  

 

e. Subdivision Identification Marker – A freestanding sign marking an entrance from a 

perimeter road to a residential subdivision, commercial development, or industrial park. 

Subdivision markers may be a single sign or a pair of signs. A subdivision marker shall contain no 
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advertising other than the name of the residential subdivision, commercial development, or 

industrial park. No subdivision marker shall be located within the public right of way and must be 

within the perimeter of the subdivision. The sign shall be a ground-mounted or monument sign 

installed at the entrance of a perimeter road to a subdivision/development; maximum sign area 

shall be 100 square feet and maximum height 6 feet including architectural features. 

 

(19)  Wall Signs. 

a. Wall signs shall not extend above the top of a building wall.  

b.        Wall signs may be installed on one or more exterior walls. The total square 

footage of all wall signs installed must not exceed the maximum total display area allowed. 

c. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-

4M, R-5, R-5M, and PRD Zoning Districts shall be four (4) square feet. Only one wall sign is 

allowed per residence. 

 

d. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the AP, and FP, Zoning Districts 

shall be twelve (12) square feet. Only one (1) wall sign is allowed per building. 

 

e. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the C-1, C-2, C-3, M-l, M-2, I-I, 

R/E, GC, and HOD Zoning Districts are as follows: 

 

(i).  On any single lot with 30,000 square feet or less of floor area, the maximum 

total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display area calculated at one 

and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal foot of exterior wall business 

frontage, or (b) 200 square feet. The exterior wall business frontage shall be the front 

exterior wall facing the public right-of-way of a street.  

 

(ii).  On any single lot with more than 30,000 square feet of floor area, the 

maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display area 

calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal foot of 

exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 320 square feet. The exterior tenant wall business 

frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way of a street.  

 

(iii).  For a Group Development, the maximum total display area for each tenant 

for an exterior wall sign on the exterior wall business frontage shall be the lesser of (a) 

the display area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each 

lineal foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 100  200 square feet. The exterior 
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business wall frontage for each tenant space within a Group Development shall be the 

front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way of a street.  

 

For a Group Development with more than 30,000 square feet of floor area, the 

maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display area 

calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal foot of 

exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 320 square feet. The exterior tenant wall business 

frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way of a street.  

 

(iv). For a single building housing multiple businesses, including subtenants as 

secondary businesses, having a shared entrance, each business may have one wall sign 

not exceeding sixteen (16) square feet on the exterior wall business frontage; provided, 

however, that the aggregate display area for all wall signs on the exterior wall business 

frontage shall not exceed two hundred (200) square feet. The exterior wall business 

frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way of a street.  

 

f. One (1) wall sign is allowed for each face of a building or part of a building that is 

occupied by a permitted or conditional non-residential use. The size (area) of the wall sign for an 

occupant or a tenant shall be the lesser of: (i) two hundred fifty (250) square feet, or alternatively 

(ii) one (1) square foot per one (1) linear foot of building frontage for a single occupant building 

or one (1) square foot per one (1)  linear foot of building frontage for the occupant or tenant space 

in a multi-tenant development, each as measured on the street toward which the wall sign is 

oriented.  A wall sign shall not extend higher than the building wall to which it is attached.    Up 

to fifty percent (50%) of the wall sign surface may consist of a changeable copy sign; provided, 

however, that the sign copy of the changeable copy sign shall not change more than once in any 

twenty-four (24) hour time period.  The wall sign shall not project more than twelve (12) inches 

from the wall. If the wall sign projects more than two and one-half (2½) inches from the wall, the 

wall sign shall be mounted so that the bottom of the wall sign is at least nine (9) feet above ground 

at finished grade below the wall sign. The wall sign may be illuminated. 

Sec. 9.9.  Building Permits 

(7) Sign permit applications 

e. An address or and legal description of the property upon which the sign is to be 

located. The legal address may be located on a certified boundary survey. 

i. For all wall mounted signs, the facade elevation with dimensions, drawn to scale. 

Windows and doors and other openings shall be delineated. and their dimensions given. 

q.  Signature of Property Owner or complete an “Authorization to Act As Applicant 

for Property Owner” form. If the value of construction is $2,500.00 or greater, a certified copy of 

notice of commencement shall be required prior to permit issuance. 

Numbering needs to be corrected following this subsection. 
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(9) Design Requirements 

a. Monument signs.  Monument sign structures may extend above the allowable 

height and/or permitted horizontal dimension for the purposes of architecturally embellishing 

and enhancing the appearance of the sign structure. Such extensions shall not exceed thirty-six 

(36) inches for the base, eighteen (18) inches at the top of the sign, or twelve (12) inches for each 

vertical side of the sign. 

b. Tenant panels in monument signs. All tenant panels in a monument sign, 

including those added to an existing sign structure, shall be constructed of similar materials and 

illuminated by a similar method. 

c. Wall signs. Wall signs shall not be installed to cover windows, doors, or other 

types of fenestration. 

 d.  Manufactured Signs.  All manufactured signs requiring a sign permit shall have a 

permanent and visible weatherproof identification plate affixed to the sign exterior. The plate 

shall identify (1) the name of the manufacturer, (2) the date of installation, (3) the sign permit 

number, and (4) the electric permit number (if any) with the input VA (Volt Amperes) at full load 

for electric. 

Section 9.12.  Miscellaneous Provisions. 

 

(1)   Maintenance of Sign Location.  For a sign requiring a sign permit, weeds and grass, all 

foliage shall be kept cut in front of, behind, underneath, and from around the base of the sign for a 

minimum distance of ten (10) feet from the sign base, and there shall be no rubbish or debris within ten 

(10) feet of the sign base or underneath the sign. 

(2) Luminance/Brightness Level.  All self-luminous outdoor signs are subject to brightness levels 

consisting of surface luminosity limits, both during the daytime and nighttime hours.  During the 

daytime (after sunrise and before sunset), the maximum limit of luminosity shall be one thousand 

(1,000) nits, or 1000 cd/m2.  During the nighttime hours (after sunset and before sunrise), there shall be 

a maximum limit of luminosity of one hundred fifty (150) nits, or 150 cd/m2.    Self-luminous outdoor 

signs shall not operate at brightness levels more than 0.3 foot candles above ambient lighting conditions 

when measured using a foot-candle (Lux) meter. The sign’s brightness level is measured at a certain 

distance based on the sign area. The distance to measure the sign’s foot-candles is calculated using the 

following formula: Measurement Distance = √Area of Sign X 100, rounded to the nearest whole number. 

(Research and Information about measuring brightness levels can be obtained from research by the 

International Sign Association, August 2016.) The signs shall be equipped with manual diming or 

scheduled dimming controls, or photocell/light sensors that automatically dims the brightness of the 

sign as ambient conditions change. Prior to issuance of a sign permit, the applicant shall provide a 

written certification from the sign company or sign manufacturer that brightness levels will not exceed 

0.3 foot candles above ambient lighting conditions.  

 

SCHEDULE A 
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Pursuant to Section 9.12(3), entitled “Reduction of Non-Digital Billboards through Conversion to, 

or Replacement by, Digital Billboards,” it is recognized that the City has a goal to reduce in the number of 

billboards in the City.  In addition to ordinary attrition and in addition to the destruction of billboards 

through Acts of God, lawful nonconforming non-digital billboards that currently exist within the City may 

be removed by other means. Specifically, such nonconforming non-digital billboards may be converted to 

nonconforming digital billboards based upon the trade ratio, the sunset provision, and the other 

conditions as set forth in this Schedule A.  

 

Except as specifically set forth in this Schedule A, no vested rights shall accrue to any person or 

entity.   

 

This Schedule A provides for a minimum trade ratio of 4:1, namely at least four (4) qualifying 

nonconforming non-digital billboard sign faces (each qualifying sign face must equal or exceed two 

hundred twenty-five square feet (225 sq. ft.) must be removed as a pre-condition for the vested right to 

place one and no more than one (1) digital billboard sign face into operation.  The replacement digital 

billboard structure shall have no more than two (2) digital faces, with any one digital sign face not 

exceeding three hundred square feet (300 sq. ft.).  The surrounding cabinet or border shall not exceed six 

inches in width. Each sign face, up to a maximum of two sign faces per billboard structure, qualifies as an 

existing sign face so that the removal of an existing billboard structure with two (2) or more sign faces 

qualifies as the removal of two existing sign faces.  However, all sign faces shall be removed from an 

existing billboard structure and the structure and visible foundation demolished and removed in order for 

each removed sign face to qualify as an eliminated sign. Each digital changeable face qualifies as a 

replacement sign face under this schedule.  However, each advertising face within a digital changeable 

face shall not count as an additional replacement sign face.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, if an 

eliminated sign structure has more than two (2) sign faces, only two sign faces count as a qualifying 

replacement sign face. Each replacement billboard sign structure shall be located at the site of an 

eliminated sign which was demolished and removed.  In other words, all replacement sign structures are 

restricted to the locations of qualifying signs eliminated under this Schedule A.  Replacement signs shall 

not be relocated to new sites or locations.  All replacement signs shall meet all requirements and 

regulations of the City of Opelika and all applicable laws and regulations of the State of Alabama.  Absent 

compliance with the foregoing, no building permit shall issue. If any building permit is issued without 

complying with the foregoing, then the building permit is void ab initio.  

This Schedule A provides two alternatives for minimum trades of existing billboards or legal non-

conforming off-site commercial signs constructed prior to the adoption of this ordinance.  Each new digital 

sign face shall require one of the following alternatives as a pre-condition for the vested right to place one 

and no more than one (1) digital billboard sign face into operation. 

a) Standard billboards – a minimum trade ratio of 4:1, namely at least four (4) qualifying 

nonconforming non-digital billboard sign faces (each qualifying sign face must equal 

or exceed two hundred twenty-five square feet (225 sq. ft.) 

b) Small billboards – billboards or off-premise commercial signs shall be allowed to trade 

signs smaller than 225 square feet if the total of all sign faces exceeds 900 square feet.   
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1) The replacement digital billboard structure shall have no more than two (2) digital faces, with 

any one digital sign face not exceeding three hundred square feet (300 sq. ft.).   

2) The surrounding cabinet or border shall not exceed six inches in width.  

3) Each sign face, up to a maximum of two sign faces per billboard structure, qualifies as an 

existing sign face so that the removal of an existing billboard structure with two (2) or more 

sign faces qualifies as the removal of two existing sign faces.   

4) All sign faces shall be removed from an existing billboard structure and the structure and 

visible foundation demolished and removed in order for each removed sign face to qualify as 

an eliminated sign.  

5) Each digital changeable face qualifies as a replacement sign face under this schedule.  

However, each advertising face within a digital changeable face shall not count as an 

additional replacement sign face.   

6) Notwithstanding the foregoing, if an eliminated sign structure has more than two (2) sign 

faces, only two sign faces count as a qualifying replacement sign face. Each replacement 

billboard sign structure shall be located at the site of an eliminated sign which was 

demolished and removed.  In other words, all replacement sign structures are restricted to 

the locations of qualifying signs eliminated under this Schedule A.   

7) Replacement signs shall not be relocated to new sites or locations.   

8) All replacement signs shall meet all requirements and regulations of the City of Opelika and 

all applicable laws and regulations of the State of Alabama.  Absent compliance with the 

foregoing, no building permit shall issue. If any building permit is issued without complying 

with the foregoing, then the building permit is void ab initio.  

 

This Schedule A provides for a sunset period of twenty-five (25) years for any new digital billboard 

structure (inclusive of any new digital sign faces), meaning that any new digital billboard structure and 

any new digital billboard faces that are so placed must be physically removed in their entirety immediately 

upon the passage of twenty-five (25) years following their placement into operation or following the 

erection of the new billboard structure, whichever comes first.  

 

Any nonconforming non-digital billboard structure that is voluntarily removed as a result of the 

loss or termination of lease, or that is substantially destroyed by an Act of God, shall not be eligible to be 

counted as a “qualifying non-digital billboard structure.”  

 

Any new digital billboard structure, inclusive of its digital billboard face(s), shall be and remain 

nonconforming under the City’s Zoning Ordinance during the twenty-five (25) year sunset.  In the event 

that any such structure is destroyed by an Act of God or is removed due to a loss or termination of lease 

before the conclusion of the twenty-five year period, then the structure may not be rebuilt or re-

established elsewhere; and, in any such event, the sunset period shall be deemed at an end even though 

twenty-five year period has not fully elapsed, and any and all vested rights that then existed shall be fully 

and completely extinguished. 
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Any new digital billboard structure and its digital billboard faces(s) that may be erected or placed 

in operation pursuant to this Schedule A shall be subjected to the following conditions as to placement 

[and operation]: 

 

1. Digitally converted billboards (replacement billboards) shall be a minimum of two 

thousand five hundred (2,500) feet apart from any other digital billboard on the same road facing in the 

same direction of travel. 

 

2. The new digital billboard structure shall be no higher than thirty (30) feet to the top of 

the sign structure or sign face from the ground level at the foot of the sign structure. 

 

3. The new digital billboard structure shall only be located on one of the following roads, 

highways, or locations: I-85 or within one hundred (100) feet of I-85 and the Gateway Overlay Corridor 

Zoning District. However, no replacement billboard shall be located in the C-1 Zoning District or within the 

boundaries of any historic preservation district. 

 

4. The new digital sign faces shall not exceed three hundred square feet (300 sf.). 

 

5. The messages on any digital sign face shall not change more frequently than once every 

ten (10) seconds. 

 

6. Any digital sign shall abide by the brightness and luminance standards as are established 

from time to time for all digital signs that utilize lighting to display messages.  

 

7. No digitally converted billboard (replacement billboards) shall be placed within any street 

right-of-way and no closer to the street right-of-way than the existing billboard. 

 

8. Electrical wiring shall run underground from the power source to serve the digitally 

converted billboard. 

 

9. The City, through appropriate personnel, may exercise its police powers to protect public 

health, safety and welfare by requiring emergency information to be displayed on digitally converted 

billboards.  Emergency information includes, but is not limited to AMBER alerts, dangerous criminal alerts, 

fugitives from justice alerts, weather alerts and emergency management information.  Upon notification, 

and at no cost to the City, the sign operator shall exclusively display the emergency alert for the period of 

one (1) hour.  Thereafter, emergency alerts are to remain in rotation according to the designated issuing 

agencies protocols. 
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10. As part of the digital permitting process, the owner of a static billboard sign must identify 

in its application the following: 

 

 (a)  The location of the static billboard face to be replaced 

 (b)  The size of the static face to be replaced 

 (c)  The size of the digital billboard face being installed 

 (d)  The location of four (4) the other billboard faces being removed 

 

At the November 22nd meeting, the Planning Commission voted 6 to 0 (one 

abstain) to send a positive recommendation to City Council to approve text 

amendments to Section 9 Sign Regulations.     
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RESOLUTION NO. 001-20 

Expense reports from various departments. 

RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, as follows:  

 

) That the following employee(s) were required by the City of Opelika to travel on 

City business and/or attend a training session, meeting or conference. 

  

 Employee   Department   $ Amount 

   -----------------------  -------------------  ------------ 

   Matt Mosley   Planning      930.21 

   Leigh Krehling   Community Relations 

 2,128.67 

   Lori Huguley   Economic Development     84.54 

   Cindy Boyd   Accounting      289.18 

    

) That attached is an expense report(s) prepared, dated and signed by the City 

employee or official covering the various expenses incurred on said trip and 

reviewed/approved by the City’s accounting department and City official. 

3) That the Opelika City Council hereby approves the attached expense reports for 

reimbursement to said City employee or official. 

4) That the Mayor and/or appropriate City official is hereby directed and authorized 

to take the necessary steps so a check(s) can be prepared covering the attached 

expense report(s). 

5) That the City Treasurer is authorized to sign said check(s) so it can be delivered to 

the appropriate City employee or official. 

 

ADOPTED and APPROVED this the _____ day of _______________, 2020. 
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______________________________ 

C. E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

President of the City Council 

       City of Opelika, Alabama 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

Robert G. Shuman, CMC 

City Clerk - City Treasurer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 002-20 

Designate City Personal Property Surplus and Authorize Disposal 

RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

 

  

WHEREAS, the City of Opelika, Alabama, has certain items of personal property which are no 

longer needed for public or municipal purposes; and 

 

WHEREAS, Section 11-43-56 of the Alabama Code of 1975 authorizes the Municipal 

Governing body to dispose of unneeded personal property; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Opelika, Alabama as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. That the following personal property owned by the City of Opelika, Alabama, is 

no longer needed for public or municipal purposes: 

 

No. Qty. Unit Item Description     Fixed Asset                  

1. 1 Ea. Cubicles      NA 

                            

SECTION 2.  That the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to dispose of the personal 

property owned by the City of Opelika, Alabama, described in Section 1 above.  If any such 

property has marketable value, the Mayor shall receive bids or quotations for such property and 

shall sell the same to the highest bidder. If the property has no marketable value, the Mayor may 

dispose of such property in the most economical and feasible manner available to him. 

  

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this the ______ day of ________________, 2020. 
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     ___________________________ 

C.E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

President of the City Council 

City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________ 

Robert G. Shuman, CMC 

City Clerk - Treasurer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 003-20 

Purchase - Cisco Hardware - National IPA Contract #2018011-01 - IT 

RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Information Technology Department desires to purchase Cisco hardware 

utilizing National IPA Contract #2018011-01; and  

 

WHEREAS, CDW Government, Inc. is the National IPA Contract Vendor for the Cisco 

hardware; and 

 

WHEREAS, funding for this purchase is budgeted from Capital Outlay; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Opelika, Alabama as follows: 

 

1. That the purchase be awarded to CDW Government, Inc. utilizing the National  

IPA Contract.  

 

2. That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized to issue a purchase order to 

CDW Government, Inc. in the total amount of $61,022.00. 

 

3.  The Controller is authorized to adjust the budget as necessary for this purchase. 

 

4. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents pertaining to this purchase. 

 

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this the ______ day of ________________, 2020. 
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     __________________________ 

C.E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

President of the City Council 

City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

       

ATTEST: 

 

________________________ 

Robert G. Shuman, CMC 

City Clerk - Treasurer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 004-20 

Refund Request-Stephens, Occupational License Fees. 

Resolution No. ___________ 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, a  

municipal corporation, as follows: 

 

1) That Lillie Finley, Purchasing- Revenue Manager, has investigated and confirmed that 

said refund request is valid and recommends approval. 

 

2) That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized to prepare and process the 

appropriate documents so a refund check in the amount of $962.26 can be printed 

payable to Sawyer Stephens, 1100 Sawyer Drive, Opelika, AL 36801 for the refund of 

occupational license fees withheld in error. 

 

3) That the City Clerk is hereby authorized to sign, and mail said check to the address as 

detailed in number 2 above. 

 

4) That a copy of the Purchasing-Revenue Manager’s recommendation is hereto attached 

as Exhibit “A”. 

 

                  

APPROVED and ADOPTED this the ______ day of January 2020. 

 

 

                                                    ____________________________ 

                                                    C.E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

                                                    President of the City Council of the  

                                                    City of Opelika, Alabama 
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ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________ 

Robert G. Shuman, CMC 

City Clerk - City Treasurer 

13.4

Packet Pg. 87



RESOLUTION NO. 005-20 

Refund Request- Colley, Occupational License Fees. 

Resolution No. ___________ 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, a  

municipal corporation, as follows: 

 

1) That Lillie Finley, Purchasing- Revenue Manager, has investigated and confirmed that 

said refund request is valid and recommends approval. 

 

2) That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized to prepare and process the 

appropriate documents so a refund check in the amount of $3,625.27 can be printed 

payable to Anthony Colley, P.O Box 194, Auburn, AL 36801 for the refund of 

occupational license fees withheld in error. 

 

3) That the City Clerk is hereby authorized to sign, and mail said check to the address as 

detailed in number 2 above. 

 

4) That a copy of the Purchasing-Revenue Manager’s recommendation is hereto attached 

as Exhibit “A”. 

 

                  

APPROVED and ADOPTED this the ______ day of January 2020. 

 

 

 

                                                    _____________________________ 

                                                    C.E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

                                                    President of the City Council of the  
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                                                    City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

Robert G. Shuman, CMC 

City Clerk - City Treasurer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 006-20 

Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N Uniroyal Rd. 

    RESOLUTION NO.   ___________ 

 

 

           RESOLUTION FIXING AMOUNT OF ASSESSMENT 

       FOR WEED LIEN AGAINST PROPERTY LOCATED AT 

                    1701 N Uniroyal Rd., Parcel No. 025.000 

           ================================================== 

 

 

 WHEREAS, the weed nuisance growing upon or in front of the property located at 1701 

N Uniroyal Rd., parcel no. 025.000 has been removed as provided for and required by law: and 

 

 WHEREAS, the enforcing official has prepared and submitted to the City Council an 

itemized statement of the actual expenses incurred by the City for the abatement of the weed 

nuisance located at 1701 N Uniroyal Rd., a copy of said itemized statement being attached hereto 

as Exhibit “A”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the 7th day of January, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers in 

the  

Municipal Building of Opelika, Alabama was the date, time and place heretofore established by 

the City  

Council to hear and determine any objections or defenses which may be raised by any of the 

property  

owners liable to be assessed for the work of abating said weed nuisance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a copy of the itemized statement of expenses, together with the notice of 

the time when said statement shall be submitted to the City Council for confirmation, was sent to 

the property owner by certified mail at least five (5) days in advance of the time fixed by the City 

Council to consider the assessment of the cost against the property; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Council met at the designated time and place for the purpose of 

receiving and  

considering said statement of expenses and to pass upon all such objections to and protest against 

the proposed assessment for the work of abating said nuisance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the President of the City Council presided over said public hearing and 

opened the  

floor for comments from the public and any persons interested in said assessment or the amount 

thereof;  

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has considered all evidence and other matters in relation to 

the  

proposed assessment and the members of the Council are of the opinion that the amount to be 

assessed  

against the property shall be in accordance with the amount shown on the statement of expenses 

heretofore delivered by the enforcing official to the City Council. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika 

as  

follows: 

 

1. The itemized statement of expenses submitted by the enforcing official to the City 

Council is hereby affirmed. 

2. The cost for abating such weed nuisance, in the amount of $463.34 is hereby 

assessed against the parcel of land mentioned in said itemized statement, to wit:  

1701 N Uniroyal Rd., Parcel no. 025.000 Opelika, Alabama.  The cost stated in 

this Resolution shall constitute a lien on the above referenced property. 

3. The tax identification number for said parcel(s) of land is 43-10-02-03-0-000-

025.000 according to the records of the Revenue Commissioner of Lee County 

Alabama. 

4. The Purchasing-Revenue Manager shall cause a certified copy of this Resolution 

assessing the cost of abatement to be filed for recording in the Office of the Judge 

of Probate of Lee County, Alabama, and shall forward a copy to the Lee County 

Revenue Commissioner.  Upon filing, the Lee County Revenue Commissioner 
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shall add the amount of the lien to the ad valorem tax bill on the property and 

shall collect the amount as if it were a tax, using all methods available for 

collecting ad valorem tax, and remit the amount to the City. 

 

This Resolution and the weed lien assessed herein are adopted pursuant to Act No. 2012-366 of 

the 2012 Regular Session of the Legislature of Alabama and Article III of Chapter 18 of the 

Code of Ordinances of the City of Opelika, Alabama. 

 

 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the 7th day of January, 2020.  

 

 

 

 

      ____________________________________ 

President of the City Council 

      City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

 

Attest: 

 

___________________________________ 

R. G. “Bob” Shuman, CMC 

City Clerk - City Treasurer 
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WEED ABATEMENT INVOICE 
 
 
 

Date:  12/23/2019 
 
To:  Watwood Investments LLC 
        PO Box 1207 
        Dothan Al. 36302   
 
Property Address: 
1701 N Uniroyal Rd. 
Opelika Al. 36801 
Parcel # 10-02-03-0-000-025.000 
 
 
 
On   November 13, 2019    in accordance with Opelika City Ordinance 110-12, a notice was sent 
informing the owner that of a weed violation at the above listed property address. After failing to 
correct the violation within the time specified in the notice, the City of Opelika abated the violation. 
 
The following is a list of charges that City of Opelika incurred for the abatement: 
 
Cost of Abatement:    450.00   
 
Certified mail:             13.34   
 
Misc.                                
 
Total                             463.34     
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RESOLUTION NO. 007-20 

Set public hearing date to fix cost & assessment of demolition at 207 Avenue A. 

RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

 

 

 WHEREAS, it has been made known to the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, that the building or structure located at 207 Avenue A, Opelika, Alabama, has been 

demolished and removed as provided for by Resolution No. 249-19 and that the Building 

Official has submitted to the City Council a report showing the costs reasonably incurred in the 

demolition and removal of such building or structure. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Opelika, as 

follows: 

1.  The City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, shall meet in the Council 

Chambers of the Municipal Building of the City of Opelika at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th day of 

February, 2020, to hear and determine any objections or defenses that might be filed to the fixing 

of costs and the assessment of said costs against the property. 

2. That the City Clerk be and he is hereby authorized and directed to give notice of 

the aforesaid meeting as provided and required by law.  

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____ day of ____________________ 2020. 

 

         

 ___________________________________________ 

PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 
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ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 008-20 

Set public hearing date to fix cost & assessment of demolition at 3307 Arnold Avenue. 

RESOLUTION NO. _______ 

 

 

 WHEREAS, it has been made known to the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, that the building or structure located at 3307 Arnold Avenue, Opelika, Alabama, has 

been demolished and removed as provided for by Resolution No. 250-19 and that the Building 

Official has submitted to the City Council a report showing the costs reasonably incurred in the 

demolition and removal of such building or structure. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Opelika, as 

follows: 

1.  The City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, shall meet in the Council 

Chambers of the Municipal Building of the City of Opelika at 7:00 p.m. on the 4th day of 

February, 2020, to hear and determine any objections or defenses that might be filed to the fixing 

of costs and the assessment of said costs against the property. 

2. That the City Clerk be and he is hereby authorized and directed to give notice of 

the aforesaid meeting as provided and required by law.  

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____ day of ____________________ 2020. 

 

         

 ___________________________________________ 

PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
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      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 009-20 

Proposal from NRC for Arborist Services. 

RESOLUTION NO. __________ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROPOSAL FROM NATURAL  

RESOURCE CONSULTING, INC. FOR ARBORIST SERVICES 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Opelika (the “City”) is responsible for the management of trees 

growing within its public rights-of-way and City-owned lands; and 

 WHEREAS, Natural Resource Consulting, Inc. (“NRC”) has extensive experience 

working in and for municipal governments managing their urban forest; and 

 WHEREAS, the City desires to engage NRS to provide arborest services for calendar 

year 2020; and 

 WHEREAS, a Proposal for Arborist Services has been prepared by NRS and submitted 

to the City Council for approval; and 

 WHEREAS, City staff is recommending approval of said Proposal; and 

 WHEREAS, the Alabama Competitive Bid Law authorizes the City Council to approve 

agreements for professional services without competitive bidding. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”), as follows: 

 1.    That the Proposal submitted by NRC for arborist services, a copy of which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit “A”, is hereby approved, authorized, ratified and confirmed in the 

form substantially submitted to the City Council. 
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 2. That the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver or cause 

to be executed or delivered on behalf of the City such contracts, notices, certificates, assurances 

or other instruments or other communications as are deemed necessary or appropriate in order to 

carry into effect the intent of the provisions of this Resolution. 

 3. That the compensation to be paid to NRC, under and pursuant to this Resolution, 

shall be paid from the Unassigned Fund Balance, and the Controller is hereby authorized and 

directed make all necessary budget and accounting entries to implement this Resolution. 

 4. That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized and directed to issue 

purchase orders to NRC for the provision of professional services as outlined in the Proposal 

attached hereto. 

 5. That the officers of the City and any person or persons designated and authorized 

by any officers of the City to act in the name and on behalf of the City, or any one or more of 

them, are authorized to do or cause to be done or performed in the name and on behalf of the 

City such other acts and to execute and deliver or cause to be executed and delivered in the name 

and on behalf of the City such other notices, certificates, assurances or other instruments or other 

communications under the seal of the City or otherwise, as they or any of them deem necessary 

or advisable or appropriate in order to carry into effect the intent of the provisions of this 

Resolution. 

 6. That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage and adoption by the City 

Council. 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of _____________________, 2020. 
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      ______________________________________ 

      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

      OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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Natural Resource Consulting, Inc. 
 

 

 

P.O. Box 780603  •  Tallassee Alabama 36078-0603  •  (334) 252-0644  •  Fax: (334) 252- 0654 

Cell:  (334) 324-4914  •  NRCnAL@aol.com 

 

Arborist Services 2020 Payments to be made as services are rendered  $90,000.00 

 
• Tree Planting Project Development and Oversight (100-120 Trees)    

o Develop plan 
o Notification of Homeowners 
o Modification of list 
o Marking locations 
o Checking for utilities 
o Specification development for trees to be planted 
o Price quote procurement 
o Tree selection at nursery 
o Tree delivery logistic coordination 
o Update Tree Inventory data base 
o Specification development for tree planting 
o Price quote procurement 
o Managing Tree Planting Contractor         
o Watering – First 12 months as needed         
o Monitoring Soil Moisture 
o Monitoring of Insects 
o Monitoring tree survivability and condition 

• Tree Removals and Pruning Planning and Oversight Project  
 

o Developing Bid Specifications for Pruning 
o Developing Bid Specifications for Removals 
o Review of Bids 
o Oversight of work 
o Meeting with and addressing citizens concern 
o Update Tree Inventory Data base 

• Ongoing Services      

o Strengthen the tree commission within Keep Opelika Beautiful 
o Develop a Proactive Tree Planting Program 
o Develop a Proactive Urban Forest Educational and Advocacy Coalition 
o Ongoing Arborist services to include monthly summary report  
o The managing of the five-year plan 
o City Departmental advisory as needed 
o Maintaining and enhancing GIS database capabilities 
o Citizen response to tree concerns 

Educational opportunities of others: 
o Schools 
o Civic Clubs and other similar organizations 

 

13.9.a

Packet Pg. 101

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 N

R
C

 S
er

vi
ce

s 
20

20
_ 

 (
00

9-
20

 :
 N

R
C

 a
rb

o
ri

st
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

20
20

)

mailto:NRCnAL@aol.com


RESOLUTION NO. 010-20 

Agreement with ESG Engineering; upgrades to Eastside WW Treatment Plant. 

 RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH ESG 

ENGINEERING, INC. 

  

 WHEREAS, The City of Opelika (hereinafter referred to as “the “City”), desires to 

upgrade and replace the ultraviolet (UV) disinfection equipment at Eastside Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (the “Project”); and  

 

 WHEREAS, professional engineering services are needed for the Project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, ESG Engineering, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as “ESG ENG”) is a 

professional engineering firm that possesses the requisite knowledge, skill and resources to 

provide professional design services for the Project; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a proposed Agreement for Professional Services (the “Agreement”) by and 

between the City and ESG ENG has been prepared and submitted to the City Council for 

approval, and the City Council has determined that it is now in the best interest of the City and 

its citizens to approve said Agreement; 

 

 WHEREAS, the estimated compensation due to ESG ENG under the Agreement from 

the City is $84,000.00; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Public Works Director has certified that sufficient funds are available to 

pay for such services in the Sewer Fund; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Alabama Competitive Bid Law authorizes the City to award said 

contract as a professional services agreement without public bidding. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 
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Alabama, as follows: 

 

 1.     That the proposed Agreement for Professional Services by and between the City 

of Opelika and ESG Engineering, Inc., a copy of which is attached hereto and marked Exhibit 

“A”, be and the same is hereby approved, authorized, ratified and confirmed in the form 

substantially submitted to the City Council with such changes thereto (by addition, deletion or 

substitution) as the Mayor shall approve which approval shall be conclusively evidenced by 

execution and delivery of said Agreement. 

 

 2. That the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver said 

Agreement in the name and on behalf of the City and to carry out fully the transactions 

contemplated therein on behalf of the City. 

 

 3. That the officers of the City and any person or persons designated and authorized 

by any officers of the City to act in the name and on behalf of the City, or any one or more of 

them, are authorized to do or cause to be done or performed in the name and on behalf of the 

City such other acts and to execute and deliver or cause to be executed and delivered in the name 

and on behalf of the City such other notices, certificates, assurances or other instruments or other 

communications under the seal of the City or otherwise, as they or any of them deem necessary 

or advisable or appropriate in order to carry into effect the intent of the provisions of this 

Resolution and the attached Agreement. 

 

 4. That all costs incurred by the City under and pursuant to said Agreement shall be 

paid from the Sewer Fund, and the Controller is hereby authorized and directed to make all 

necessary and appropriate budget adjustments to implement this Resolution. 

 

 5. That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized and directed to issue 

all necessary and appropriate purchase orders to implement this Resolution. 

 

 6. That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage and adoption by the City 

Council. 

 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of _____________________, 2020. 
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      ______________________________________ 

      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

      OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 011-20 

Amendment 1 to agreement with Constantine Engineering; improvements to Westside WW 

Treatment Plant. 

 RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AMENDMENT 1 TO ENGINEERING  

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 

OPELIKA AND CONSTANTINE ENGINEERING, INC. 

  

 WHEREAS, the City of Opelika (the “City”) did enter into an Agreement for 

Engineering, Design and Construction Services for Westside Wastewater Treatment Plant 

improvements (the “Agreement”), which Agreement was authorized by Resolution No. 088-18; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, there have been material changes to the Project which have necessitated a 

change order; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City desires to expand the scope of services in said Agreement to 

increase the existing facility from a 4 mgd to a 6 mgd plant; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the requested modifications are shown on the document entitled “ 

“Amendment 1 to Attachment A-Engineering, Design and Construction Services for Westside 

Wastewater Treatment Plant Improvement Project” (“Amendment 1”) which is attached hereto 

and made a part hereof; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Public Works Director has reviewed said Amendment 1 and is 

recommending that it be approved; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council must review and approve Amendment 1; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Amendment 1 provides for a cost increase of $125,000 and the Public 

Works Director has certified that sufficient funds are available in the Sewer Fund to pay for such 

services; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Alabama Competitive Bid Law authorizes the City Council to approve 

said Amendment 1 as a professional services agreement without public bidding. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, as follows: 

 

 1.     That Amendment 1 to be entered into by and between Constantine and the City, a 

copy of which is attached hereto and marked Exhibit “A”, be and the same is hereby approved, 

authorized, ratified and confirmed in the form substantially submitted to the City Council with 

such changes thereto (by addition, deletion or substitution) as the Mayor shall approve which 

approval shall be conclusively evidenced by execution and delivery of said Agreement. 

 

 2. That the Mayor is authorized and directed to execute and deliver Amendment 1 in 

the name and on behalf of the City. 

 

 3. That the officers of the City and any person or persons designated and authorized 

by any officers of the City to act in the name and on behalf of the City, or any one or more of 

them, are authorized to do or cause to be done or performed in the name and on behalf of the 

City such other acts and to execute and deliver or cause to be executed and delivered in the name 

and on behalf of the City such other notices, certificates, assurances or other instruments or other 

communications under the seal of the City or otherwise, as they or any of them deem necessary 

or advisable or appropriate in order to carry into effect the intent of the provisions of this 

Resolution and the attached Amendment 1. 

 

 4. That all costs incurred by the City under and pursuant to said Amendment 1 shall 

be paid from the Sewer Fund, and the Controller is hereby authorized and directed to make all 

necessary and appropriate adjustments to implement this Resolution. 

 

 5. That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized and directed to issue 

all necessary and appropriate purchase orders to implement this Resolution.  

 

 6. That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage and adoption by the City 

Council. 
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 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of _____________________, 2020. 

 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

      OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 012-20 

Reappoint municipal court officals. 

 RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING A MUNICIPAL JUDGE  

AND ASSISTANT PROSECUTOR FOR THE MUNICIPAL COURT 

 

 WHEREAS, §12-14-30, Code of Alabama, 1975, provides that a municipal court shall 

have the number of judges specified by the municipal governing body; and 

 

 WHEREAS, §12-14-30, Code of Alabama, 1975 provides that the municipal court 

judges shall be appointed by a majority vote of the members of the municipal governing body,  

and 

 

 WHEREAS, the term of office for a part-time judge is two years; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Honorable Ben Hand has been serving as a part-time municipal judge and 

the City Council desires to reappoint Judge Hand; and 

 

 WHEREAS, §15-12-2, Code of Alabama, 1975, allows a municipal governing body to 

appoint assistant prosecutors; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Jeff Tickal has been serving as the Assistant Prosecutor of the Municipal 

Court of the City of Opelika, and the City Council desires to reappoint Mr. Tickal as assistant 

prosecutor. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, as follows: 

 

 1.  That Honorable Ben Hand is reappointed as part-time Municipal Judge of the 

Municipal Court of the City of Opelika for a two-year term beginning February 1, 2020 and 

ending January 31, 2022, upon the taking of the oath of office and the compensation affixed to 
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his position is provided by separate resolution. 

 2. That Jeff Tickal is reappointed as the Assistant Prosecutor of the Municipal Court 

of the City of Opelika for a two-year term beginning February 1, 2020 and ending January 31, 

2022, and the compensation affixed to his position is provided by separate resolution. 

 3. That this Resolution shall become effective after passage and approval. 

 

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of ______________, 2020. 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 013-20 

Appoint Benjamin H. Parr Assistant Municipal Prosecutor. 

RESOLUTION NO. ________ 

 

 

RESOLUTION APPOINTING BENJAMIN H. PARR TO SERVE 

 AS AN ASSISTANT MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR 

  

 

 

 WHEREAS, municipalities have an obligation to furnish prosecutorial services in 

municipal courts and in appeals from such judgments and orders; and 

 

 WHEREAS, §12-14-2, Code of Alabama, 1975, allows a municipal governing body to 

appoint municipal prosecutors; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council is advised that Guy F. Gunter, III, Chief Prosecutor of the 

Opelika Municipal Court, will no longer be actively prosecuting cases in the Opelika Municipal 

Court effective January 1, 2020; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to appoint Benjamin H. Parr, a licensed attorney, as 

an assistant municipal prosecutor. 

 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, as follows: 

 

 1. That Benjamin H. Parr is hereby appointed to serve as an assistant prosecutor in 

the Municipal Court of the City of Opelika for a two-year term beginning January 7, 2020 and 

ending January 6, 2022. 
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 2. That compensation for the position of assistant municipal prosecutor shall be 

fixed as provided by Resolution No. 011-18 adopted on January 16, 2018. 

 

 3. This Resolution shall become effective after its passage and approval. 

 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____ day of ________________ 2020. 

 

 

      _______________________________________ 

      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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Benjamin H. Parr 
benparr@riceparr.com 

830 Avenue A Suite A 

Opelika, AL 36801 
 

E D U C A T I O N  

University of Alabama School of Law, Tuscaloosa, AL                                                                 May 2002 

      Juris Doctor  

 

University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL                                                                                          May 1999 

      Bachelor of Arts in International Relations and Russian Language 

 

American Christian Academy, Tuscaloosa, AL                                                                             May 1995 

 

P R O F E S S I O N A L       E X P E R I E N C E 
 

 

Rice & Parr, Attorneys and Counselors at Law, Opelika, AL                                           January 2017-Present 

Partner 

• General Litigation Practice  

o Areas include: Criminal, Divorce, Probate, Civil 

 

 

Ingrum, Rice & Parr, LLC, Opelika, AL                                                        November 2005-December 2016 

Partner 

• General Litigation Practice 

o Areas include: Criminal, Divorce, Probate, Civil 

 

 

United States Navy, Trial Services Office Southeast, Naval Station Mayport, FL           Jan. 2004-Nov. 2005 

Lieutenant, Judge Advocate General’s Corps., Prosecutor 

• Prosecute cases for Special Courts Martial (Misdemeanors) and General Courts Martial (Felonies) 

• Area of Focus: Child Sex Crimes  

 

 

United States Navy, Commander, Navy Recruiting Command, Millington, TN              Dec. 2002-Jan. 2004 

Deputy Staff Judge Advocate  

• Provide legal advice to Commander, Navy Recruiting Command and Subordinate Commands 

 

H O N O R S  /  L I C E N S E S  
 

• Alabama State Bar – 2002 

• United States District Court for the Middle District of Alabama - 2006 

• Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces – 2004 

• Editor, Journal of the Legal Profession - 2001 

• Phi Beta Kappa – 1998 

• Dobro Slovo National Slavic Honor Society 1998 

• Golden Key National Honor Society - 1998 
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ORDINANCE NO. 001-20-ORD 

Amend Wyndham PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading. 

ORDINANCE NO. ________  

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN  

FOR WYNDHAM PUD 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 Section 1.  Findings.  The City Council has determined and hereby finds and declares that 

the following facts are true and correct: 

 

“(a)  Wyndham Properties, LLC heretofore submitted to the City a Development Plan for 

a planned unit development (“PUD”) entitled “Wyndham PUD” consisting of approximately 640 

acres. 

 

(b)  Pursuant to Ordinance 109-05, adopted on June 8, 2005, the City Council approved 

said Development Plan for Wyndham PUD and amended the official Zoning Map of the City to 

designate the zoning classification of PUD for approximately 640 acres  

 

(c)  Wyndham PUD is a mixed-use development located south of Hall Avenue, west of 

Marvyn Parkway and east of Society Hill Road.   

 

(d)  Wyndham PUD has been partially developed with an industrial area on Wyndham 

Industrial Drive and two (2) residential sections consisting of 416 lots. 

 

(e)  Opelika Gateway Properties, LLC, has heretofore submitted to the City a proposed 

Amended Development Plan for the area of Wyndham PUD located south of Gateway Drive and 

west of Marvyn Parkway. 

 

(f)   The Amended Development Plan provides for single-family homes, townhomes, 
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apartments, commercial uses and over 115 acres of open space. 

 

(g)   Amenities offered to residents include a swimming pool with pavilion, a dog park, 

play areas and large open space areas. 

 

(h)   The Planning Commission of the City of Opelika heretofore conducted a public 

hearing on the proposed Amended Development Plan. 

 

(i)  The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Amended Development 

Plan for Wyndham PUD. 

 

(j)  It is advisable and in the interest of the City and in the public interest that the 

Amended Development Plan be approved. 

 

Section 2.  Approval of the Amended Development Plan.  The Amended Development 

Plan for Wyndham PUD as submitted for review is hereby approved and confirmed as required 

by Section 8.18(n) of the Zoning Ordinance of the City. 

 

Section 3.  Retention of copies of the Amended Development Plan.  Copies of the 

Amended Development Plan shall be maintained in the offices of the City Clerk, City Planner, 

City Engineer, and Building Official and shall be open for public inspection. 

 

Section 4.  Repealer.   Any ordinance or part thereof in conflict with provisions of this 

Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption, 

approval and publication as required by law. 

 

Section 6.  Publication.  This Ordinance shall be published one (1) time in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 
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 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
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 APPROVED this the _____day of _________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. (ID # 3857) 

Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading. 

ORDINANCE NO.__________ 

 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR CANNON GATE PUD  

 

  

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  FINDINGS.  The City Council has determined and hereby finds and declares 

that the following facts are true and correct: 

 

(a)  Mae’s Pasture, LLC heretofore submitted to the City a Development Plan for 

a planned unit development (“PUD”) entitled “Cannon Gate PUD” consisting of 

approximately 163.77 acres.   

 

(b)  Pursuant to Ordinance No. 101-07, the City Council approved said 

Development Plan for Cannon Gate PUD and amended the Official Zoning Map 

of the City to designate the zoning classification of Planned Unit Development 

(“PUD”) for approximately 163.77 acres located on the west side of Oakbowery 

Road and north of Blackhawk Drive. 

 

(c)   On June 20, 2017, the City Council approved an amended Development Plan 

for Phase 2 and a portion of Phase 3 of Cannon Gate PUD.   

 

(d)  Cannon Gate Homeowners Association, Inc., has heretofore submitted to the 

City a proposed amended Cannon Gate PUD which will convert 6.4 acres of open 

space to private ownership. 

 

(e)  The current Development Plan shows 20.1 acres of common area. The 

proposed amended Development Plan will convert 6.4 acres of common space 

located in the southeast quadrant of the development to private ownership. The 
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subject property is located adjacent to the west side of Oak Bowery Road and 

approximately 4.7 acres of the 6.4 acres is unbuildable because it is located in a 

100 year floodway or flood plain.    

 

(f)  The Planning Commission of the City of Opelika heretofore conducted a 

public hearing on the proposed amended Development Plan. 

 

(g)  The Planning Commission recommended approval of the amended 

Development Plan for Cannon Gate PUD. 

 

(h)  It is advisable and in interest of the City and the public interest that the 

amended Development Plan be approved. 

 

 Section 2.  Approval of Amended Development Plan.  The amended Development Plan 

as submitted for review is hereby approved and confirmed as required by Section 8.18(n) of the 

Zoning Ordinance of the City. 

 

 Section 3.  Retention of Copies of the Amended Development Plan.  Copies of the 

amended Development Plan shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk, City Planner, 

City Engineer, and Building Official and shall be open for public inspection. 

 

 Section 4.  Repealer. That any ordinance or part thereof in conflict with the provisions of 

this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed.   

Section 5.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption, 

approval and publication as required by law. 

Section 6.  Publication.  This Ordinance is to be published one (1) time in a newspaper of 

general circulation in the City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
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     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of ______________________, 

2020. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 

 

  

 

 

 APPROVED this the _____day of ______________________, 2020. 
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      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. (ID # 3859) 

Amend Zoning Ord & Map, Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1, 2nd Reading 

ORDINANCE NO. ________  

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING  

ORDINANCE AND ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 Section 1.  That Ordinance 124-91 entitled “Zoning Ordinance City of Opelika, 

Alabama”, adopted on September 17, 1991, and the Zoning Map of the City of Opelika provided 

for and referred to therein, as previously amended and/or modified, be and the same is hereby 

amended by rezoning or redistricting the parcel of land hereinafter in this section described, so as 

to change such parcel from one class of district to another class of district as follows, to-wit: 

 

From a R-3 District (Low Density Residential District) to I-1 District (Institutional 

District), the parcel of land hereinafter described: 

 

Commence at the Southwest corner of Lot 1 Lake Condy Subdivision, according to 

and as shown by map or plat of said subdivision of record in Town Plat Book 8, at 

Page 40, in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama, thence run 

South 4° 24’ West for 374.6 feet to the point of beginning of the tract or parcel of 

land herein to be described and conveyed; thence run North 4° 24’ West for 375.6 

feet to the Southwest corner of said Lot 1 of said Lake Condy Subdivision; thence run 

South 64° 47’ East for 683.6 feet to the Southeast corner of Lot 6 of the said Lake 

Condy Subdivision, then run South 3° 51’ West for 63.5 feet; thence run South 89° 

15’ West for 630 feet, more or less, to said point of beginning; and containing 3.2 

acres more or less. 

 

The above-described property contains 3.2 acres more or less and is located on the 

westerly right-of-way of Dickson Street, Opelika, Alabama. 
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Section 2.  Any ordinance or part thereof in conflict with provisions of this Ordinance be 

and the same are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

 

 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of _______________, 2020. 
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      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 

 

 APPROVED this the _____day of _________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. (ID # 3869) 

Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations - 2nd Reading 

ORDINANCE NO. ________  

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TEXT OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA AND SPECIFICALLY  

TO AMEND  SECTIONS 9.5(15), 9.5(18), 9.5(19), 9.10(7), 9.10(9),  

9.12(2), 9.12(3) AND SCHEDULE A THEREOF 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 Section 1.  Amendments.  That Ordinance 124-91 entitled “Zoning Ordinance of the City 

of Opelika, Alabama”, adopted on September 17, 1991, as amended, is further amended in the 

following respects: 

 

(a) That Section 9.5(15), FLAGPOLES AND FLAGS, FLAG BRACKETS, FLAG 

STANCHIONS AND FLAGS, is amended to read as follows: 

 

(15) Flagpoles and Flags; Flag Brackets, Flag Stanchions and Flags. 

a. Flagpoles and Flags.  For each parcel and development site in residential 

use with one principal structure, one flagpole may be installed and two (2) flags may be 

displayed per flagpole.  A flag in a residential Zoning District displayed on a flagpole 

shall not exceed forty (40) square feet in size. For each parcel and development site that 

is over one-half (1/2) acre in size and is in nonresidential use, up to three flagpoles may 

be installed and up to two (2) flags may be displayed per flagpole. A flag in a non-

residential Zoning District displayed on a flagpole shall not exceed one hundred fifty 

(150) square feet in size. 

b. Flag Brackets, Flag Stanchions, and Flags. For each principal structure on 

a parcel, up to two flag brackets or stanchions may be attached or placed for the display 

of flags. A flag displayed from a flag bracket or a flag stanchion shall not exceed twenty-

four (24) square feet in size. 
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c. For the purpose of determining the size of a flag, only one side of the flag 

shall be counted as the display surface. 

d. Flags on parcels in non-residential use may be externally illuminated. 

e.  The United States flag/American flag may be illuminated. The lighting should 

be directed away from roadways, traffic areas and adjacent residential properties.  

f. In-ground American flagpole requirements are the following:  

     Maximum height (feet)       Maximum size (square feet) 

                   60’-65’                 135’ 

                    50-59                              96  

                     40-49                                  72  

                      30-39                                  50  

                      20-29                                  30  

                       Under 20                            15  

 

(b) That Section 9.5(18), FREESTANDING SIGNS, is amended to read as follows: 

 

(18) Freestanding Signs.  A freestanding sign may be a pole sign or a 

monument sign, unless otherwise restricted and where allowed, and subject to the 

following: 

 

a. General Requirements.  In the C-1, C-2, C-3, M-1, M-2, I-1 and GC 

Zoning Districts, pole signs and monument signs may display two or more sign subject to 

the additional provisions set forth below for single-lot general businesses and for group 

developments. In the event that a reader board (manual or digital reader board) is 

attached to a freestanding sign, the reader board sign surface shall be no larger than fifty 

percent (50%) of the principal sign surface area. The principal sign surface area includes 

all signage on the freestanding sign except the reader board.  

 

b. Single-Lot General Businesses. The maximum area of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet. The maximum height of a freestanding 

sign shall be twenty (20) feet.  Only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed per single-

frontage lot; and up to two (2) freestanding signs are allowed for a corner lot or for 
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double-frontage lots. No lot shall have more than two freestanding signs. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, freestanding signs are not allowed in the C-1 Zoning 

District for single-lot general businesses. 

 

c. Group Developments. 

 

(1) Only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed for each street frontage of a group 

development.  

 

(2) A freestanding sign for a single tenant of a group development is prohibited. 

 

(3) Group Development size and height standards 

 

(a) Group Developments with an aggregate gross building area not to exceed 

29,999 square feet, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed 

one hundred twenty (120) square feet, and the maximum height of a 

freestanding sign shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.  

 

(b) Group Developments with an aggregate of 30,000 to 64,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed two 

hundred (200) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed twenty (20) feet.  

 

(c) Group Developments with an aggregate of 65,000 to 99,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed three 

hundred (300) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed thirty (30) feet. 

 

(d) Group Developments with an aggregate of 100,000 to 499,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed five 

hundred (500) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign 

shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet. 
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(e) Group Developments with an aggregate of 500,000 to 999,999 square feet of 

building area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed seven 

hundred fifty (750) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding 

sign shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet.  

 

(f) Group Developments with an aggregate over 1 million square feet of building 

area, the maximum area of a freestanding sign shall not exceed one thousand 

(1,000) square feet, and the maximum height of a freestanding sign shall not 

exceed forty-five (45) feet. 

 

d. Interstate Signs.  In addition to the allowable freestanding signage for any 

nonresidential development site, an interstate sign may also be erected provided that; 

 

1. Any portion of the development site over five (5) acres lies within an area of 

1,000 feet from the center point of the centerline of the interstate overpass. One 

(1) interstate sign with a maximum area of either 250 square feet and a maximum 

height of 60 feet may be erected; or 

 

2. Any portion of the development site over five (5) acres lies within an area of one 

(1) mile, (5,280 feet) from the center point of the centerline of the interstate 

overpass and whose development site abuts the right-of-way of the interstate. 

One (1) sign with a maximum area of 130 square feet and a maximum height of 

30 feet may be erected. Such signs must be located only along the property edge 

abutting the interstate right-of-way and must be positioned as to be read from the 

interstate. The maximum setback from the interstate right-of-way shall not 

exceed 20 feet. 

 

3. A group development that lies within either of the geographic areas described in 

18.d.1 or 2 shall be allowed a group development sign meeting the height of 

18.d.1 or 2 with the allowable area afforded to the applicable group development 

in 18.c.3.  In such case that a group development interstate sign is permitted, a 

freestanding interstate sign for an individual tenant of the group development is 

prohibited.   

 

e. Subdivision Identification Marker - A freestanding sign marking an 

entrance from a perimeter road to a residential subdivision, commercial development, or 

industrial park. Subdivision markers may be a single sign or a pair of signs. A 
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subdivision marker shall contain no advertising other than the name of the residential 

subdivision, commercial development, or industrial park. No subdivision marker shall be 

located within the public right of way and must be within the perimeter of the 

subdivision. The sign shall be a ground-mounted or monument sign installed at the 

entrance of a perimeter road to a subdivision/development; maximum sign area shall be 

100 square feet and maximum height 6 feet including architectural features. 

 

(c) That Section 9.5(19), WALL SIGNS, is amended to read as follows: 

 

(19)  Wall Signs. 

a. Wall signs shall not extend above the top of a building wall.  

b.        Wall signs may be installed on one or more exterior walls. The total square 

footage of all wall signs installed must not exceed the maximum total display area 

allowed. 

c. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3, 

R-4, R-4M, R-5, R-5M, and PRD Zoning Districts shall be four (4) square feet. Only one 

wall sign is allowed per residence. 

 

d. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the AP, and FP, Zoning 

Districts shall be twelve (12) square feet. Only one (1) wall sign is allowed per building. 

 

e. The maximum total display area for wall signs in the C-1, C-2, C-3, M-l, 

M-2, I-I, R/E, GC, and HOD Zoning Districts are as follows: 

 

(i).  On any single lot with 30,000 square feet or less of floor area, the 

maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display 

area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal 

foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 200 square feet. The exterior wall 

business frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way of 

a street.  

 

(ii).  On any single lot with more than 30,000 square feet of floor area, the 

maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display 

area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal 
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foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 320 square feet. The exterior tenant 

wall business frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-

way of a street.  

 

(iii).  For a Group Development, the maximum total display area for each 

tenant for an exterior wall sign on the exterior wall business frontage shall be the 

lesser of (a) the display area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of 

sign area for each lineal foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 100  200 

square feet. The exterior business wall frontage for each tenant space within a 

Group Development shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-way 

of a street.  

 

For a Group Development with more than 30,000 square feet of floor area, 

the maximum total display area for wall signs shall be the lesser of (a) the display 

area calculated at one and six-tenths (1.6) square feet of sign area for each lineal 

foot of exterior wall business frontage, or (b) 320 square feet. The exterior tenant 

wall business frontage shall be the front exterior wall facing the public right-of-

way of a street.  

 

f. Up to fifty percent (50%) of the wall sign surface may consist of a 

changeable copy sign; provided, however, that the sign copy of the changeable copy sign 

shall not change more than once in any twenty-four (24) hour time period.  The wall sign 

shall not project more than twelve (12) inches from the wall. If the wall sign projects 

more than two and one-half (2½) inches from the wall, the wall sign shall be mounted so 

that the bottom of the wall sign is at least nine (9) feet above ground at finished grade 

below the wall sign. The wall sign may be illuminated. 

 

 

(d) That subsections (e), (i) and (q) of Section 9.10(7), SIGN PERMIT 

APPLICATION, are amended to read as follows: 

 

(7) Sign permit applications 

e. An address or legal description of the property upon which the sign is to 

be located. The legal address may be located on a certified boundary survey. 

i. For all wall mounted signs, the facade elevation with dimensions, drawn 

to scale. Windows and doors and other openings shall be delineated.  
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q.  Signature of Property Owner or complete an “Authorization to Act As 

Applicant for Property Owner” form.  

 

(e) That Section 9.10(9) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS is amended to read as follows: 

 

(9) Design Requirements 

a. Tenant panels in monument signs. All tenant panels in a monument sign, 

including those added to an existing sign structure, shall be constructed of similar 

materials and illuminated by a similar method. 

b. Wall signs. Wall signs shall not be installed to cover windows, doors, or 

other types of fenestration. 

(f) That Section 9.12(2), BRIGHTNESS LEVEL, is amended to read as follows: 

(2) Luminance/Brightness Level.  Self-luminous outdoor signs shall not 

operate at brightness levels more than 0.3 foot candles above ambient lighting conditions 

when measured using a foot-candle (Lux) meter. The sign’s brightness level is measured 

at a certain distance based on the sign area. The distance to measure the sign’s foot-

candles is calculated using the following formula: Measurement Distance = √Area of 

Sign X 100, rounded to the nearest whole number. (Research and Information about 

measuring brightness levels can be obtained from research by the International Sign 

Association, August 2016.) The signs shall be equipped with manual diming or scheduled 

dimming controls, or photocell/light sensors that automatically dims the brightness of the 

sign as ambient conditions change. Prior to issuance of a sign permit, the applicant shall 

provide a written certification from the sign company or sign manufacturer that 

brightness levels will not exceed 0.3 foot candles above ambient lighting conditions.  

 

(g) That Schedule A to Section 9.12(3) is amended to read as follows: 

 

SCHEDULE A 

 

Pursuant to Section 9.12(3), entitled “Reduction of Non-Digital Billboards 

through Conversion to, or Replacement by, Digital Billboards,” it is recognized 

that the City has a goal to reduce in the number of billboards in the City.  In 

addition to ordinary attrition and in addition to the destruction of billboards 

through Acts of God, lawful nonconforming non-digital billboards that currently 
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exist within the City may be removed by other means. Specifically, such 

nonconforming non-digital billboards may be converted to nonconforming digital 

billboards based upon the trade ratio, the sunset provision, and the other 

conditions as set forth in this Schedule A.  

 

Except as specifically set forth in this Schedule A, no vested rights shall accrue to 

any person or entity.   

This Schedule A provides two alternatives for minimum trades of existing 

billboards or legal non-conforming off-site commercial signs constructed prior to 

the adoption of this ordinance.  Each new digital sign face shall require one of the 

following alternatives as a pre-condition for the vested right to place one and no 

more than one (1) digital billboard sign face into operation. 

a) Standard billboards - a minimum trade ratio of 4:1, namely at least four 

(4) qualifying nonconforming non-digital billboard sign faces (each qualifying 

sign face must equal or exceed two hundred twenty-five square feet (225 sq. ft.) 

b) Small billboards - billboards or off-premise commercial signs shall be 

allowed to trade signs smaller than 225 square feet if the total of all sign faces 

exceeds 900 square feet.   

 

1) The replacement digital billboard structure shall have no more than two 

(2) digital faces, with any one digital sign face not exceeding three hundred 

square feet (300 sq. ft.).   

2) The surrounding cabinet or border shall not exceed six inches in width.  

3) Each sign face, up to a maximum of two sign faces per billboard structure, 

qualifies as an existing sign face so that the removal of an existing billboard 

structure with two (2) or more sign faces qualifies as the removal of two existing 

sign faces.   

4) All sign faces shall be removed from an existing billboard structure and 

the structure and visible foundation demolished and removed in order for each 

removed sign face to qualify as an eliminated sign.  

5) Each digital changeable face qualifies as a replacement sign face under 

this schedule.  However, each advertising face within a digital changeable face 

shall not count as an additional replacement sign face.   

6) Notwithstanding the foregoing, if an eliminated sign structure has more 

than two (2) sign faces, only two sign faces count as a qualifying replacement 

sign face. Each replacement billboard sign structure shall be located at the site of 

an eliminated sign which was demolished and removed.  In other words, all 
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replacement sign structures are restricted to the locations of qualifying signs 

eliminated under this Schedule A.   

7) Replacement signs shall not be relocated to new sites or locations.   

8) All replacement signs shall meet all requirements and regulations of the 

City of Opelika and all applicable laws and regulations of the State of Alabama.  

Absent compliance with the foregoing, no building permit shall issue. If any 

building permit is issued without complying with the foregoing, then the building 

permit is void ab initio.  

 

This Schedule A provides for a sunset period of twenty-five (25) years for any 

new digital billboard structure (inclusive of any new digital sign faces), meaning 

that any new digital billboard structure and any new digital billboard faces that 

are so placed must be physically removed in their entirety immediately upon the 

passage of twenty-five (25) years following their placement into operation or 

following the erection of the new billboard structure, whichever comes first.  

 

Any nonconforming non-digital billboard structure that is voluntarily removed as 

a result of the loss or termination of lease, or that is substantially destroyed by an 

Act of God, shall not be eligible to be counted as a “qualifying non-digital 

billboard structure.”  

 

Any new digital billboard structure, inclusive of its digital billboard face(s), shall 

be and remain nonconforming under the City’s Zoning Ordinance during the 

twenty-five (25) year sunset.  In the event that any such structure is destroyed by 

an Act of God or is removed due to a loss or termination of lease before the 

conclusion of the twenty-five year period, then the structure may not be rebuilt or 

re-established elsewhere; and, in any such event, the sunset period shall be 

deemed at an end even though twenty-five year period has not fully elapsed, and 

any and all vested rights that then existed shall be fully and completely 

extinguished. 

 

Any new digital billboard structure and its digital billboard faces(s) that may be 

erected or placed in operation pursuant to this Schedule A shall be subjected to 

the following conditions as to placement [and operation]: 
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1. Digitally converted billboards (replacement billboards) shall be a 

minimum of two thousand five hundred (2,500) feet apart from any other digital 

billboard on the same road facing in the same direction of travel. 

 

2. The new digital billboard structure shall be no higher than thirty (30) feet 

to the top of the sign structure or sign face from the ground level at the foot of the 

sign structure. 

 

3. The new digital billboard structure shall only be located on one of the 

following roads, highways, or locations: I-85 or within one hundred (100) feet of 

I-85 and the Gateway Overlay Corridor Zoning District. However, no replacement 

billboard shall be located in the C-1 Zoning District or within the boundaries of 

any historic preservation district. 

 

4. The new digital sign faces shall not exceed three hundred square feet (300 

sf.). 

 

5. The messages on any digital sign face shall not change more frequently 

than once every ten (10) seconds. 

 

6. Any digital sign shall abide by the brightness and luminance standards as 

are established from time to time for all digital signs that utilize lighting to display 

messages.  

 

7. No digitally converted billboard (replacement billboards) shall be placed 

within any street right-of-way and no closer to the street right-of-way than the 

existing billboard. 

 

8. Electrical wiring shall run underground from the power source to serve the 

digitally converted billboard. 

 

9. The City, through appropriate personnel, may exercise its police powers to 

protect public health, safety and welfare by requiring emergency information to 

be displayed on digitally converted billboards.  Emergency information includes, 
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but is not limited to AMBER alerts, dangerous criminal alerts, fugitives from 

justice alerts, weather alerts and emergency management information.  Upon 

notification, and at no cost to the City, the sign operator shall exclusively display 

the emergency alert for the period of one (1) hour.  Thereafter, emergency alerts 

are to remain in rotation according to the designated issuing agencies protocols. 

 

10. As part of the digital permitting process, the owner of a static billboard 

sign must identify in its application the following: 

 

 (a)  The location of the static billboard face to be replaced 

 (b)  The size of the static face to be replaced 

 (c)  The size of the digital billboard face being installed 

 (d)  The location of four (4) the other billboard faces being removed 

 

Section 2.  Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances.   Any ordinance or parts thereof in conflict 

with provisions of this Ordinance be and the same are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption, 

approval and publication as required by law. 

 

Section 4.  Publication.  The City Clerk is directed to publish a synopsis of this Ordinance 

in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama pursuant to 

Section 11-45-8(b)(2), Code of Alabama, (1975) as amended. 

 

All interested persons are invited to attend the Public Hearing and be heard. Written 

comments concerning the above matter may be mailed to the City Clerk at City Hall, P.O. Box 

390, Opelika, AL 36803 at any time prior to the Public Hearing and may be further submitted to 

the City Council at the meeting and Public Hearing.   

 

The City Council reserves the right to modify or alter any of the proposed amendments to 

the Zoning Ordinance and to make amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  

Please contact Kevin Rice, the City’s ADA Coordinator, at 334-705-2083 at least two (2) 

working days prior to the meeting if you require special accommodations due to a disability.   
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 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of ____________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
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 APPROVED this the _____day of _________________, 2020. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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	Minutes
	1. Call to Order
	2. Roll Call
	1. Patricia Jones, Tiffany Gibson-Pitts, Dozier Smith T, David Canon, Eddie Smith
	Roll Call

	3. Invocation
	1. Henry Smith, an elder with the Presbyterian Church.

	4. Pledge of Allegiance
	1. Kendall Bryant and Bryson McGlynn from Jeter Primary School.

	5. Reading of Minutes
	1. 3929 : Minutes from the 12-17-19 city council meeting.
	Printout: 3929 : Minutes from the 12-17-19 city council meeting.
	a. CM 1-07-20, minutes from 12-17-19 CM (2)


	6. Unfinished Business
	7. Remarks By the Mayor
	1. 3924 : City's financial summary report for October 31, 2019.
	Printout: 3924 : City's financial summary report for October 31, 2019.
	a. CM 1-07-20, City's financial summary report for October 31, 2019,

	2. 3930 : City's financial summary report for Novermber 30, 2019.
	Printout: 3930 : City's financial summary report for Novermber 30, 2019.
	a. CM 1-07-20, City's financial summary for November 2019.

	3. Proclamation recognizing January as Human Trafficking Awareness Month.

	8. Citizen Communications
	9. Report of Disbursements
	10. Committee Reports
	11. General Business
	1. 3903 : Public Hearing - Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N Uniroyal Rd.
	Printout: 3903 : Public Hearing - Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N Uniroyal Rd.
	a. WEED  INVOICE 1701 N Uniroyal
	b. Weeds, NPH-Resolution, cost to abate, 1701 N Uniroyal

	2. 3856 : Public Hearing, Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan
	Printout: 3856 : Public Hearing, Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan
	a. PC Report and Maps  -  Cannon Gate Master Plan Amendment - Nov 19, 2019

	3. 3858 : PH, Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1
	Printout: 3858 : PH, Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1
	a. PC Report & Map - Rezoning, Dickson Street, 3.2 Acres, from R-3 to I-1

	4. 3868 : Public Hearing, Amend Text Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations
	Printout: 3868 : Public Hearing, Amend Text Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations
	a. PC Report, Text Amendments to Section 9 Sign Regulations


	12. Awarding of Bids
	13. Resolutions
	1. 001-20 : Expense reports from various departments.
	Printout: 001-20 : Expense reports from various departments.
	a. CM 1-07-20, expense reports

	2. 002-20 : Designate City Personal Property Surplus and Authorize Disposal
	Printout: 002-20 : Designate City Personal Property Surplus and Authorize Disposal

	3. 003-20 : Purchase - Cisco Hardware - National IPA Contract #2018011-01 - IT
	Printout: 003-20 : Purchase - Cisco Hardware - National IPA Contract #2018011-01 - IT
	a. 1-7-20 - CISCO HARDWARE - NATL IPA CONTR #2018011-01 - CNCL PKT

	4. 004-20 : Refund Request-Stephens
	Printout: 004-20 : Refund Request-Stephens

	5. 005-20 : Refund Request - Colley
	Printout: 005-20 : Refund Request - Colley

	6. 006-20 : Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N Uniroyal Rd.
	Printout: 006-20 : Weed Abatement Assessment - 1701 N Uniroyal Rd.
	a. WEED  INVOICE 1701 N Uniroyal

	7. 007-20 : Set public hearing date to fix cost & assessment of demo at 207 Avenue A.
	Printout: 007-20 : Set public hearing date to fix cost & assessment of demo at 207 Avenue A.

	8. 008-20 : Set public hearing date to fix the cost & assessment of demo at 3307 Arnold Avenue.
	Printout: 008-20 : Set public hearing date to fix the cost & assessment of demo at 3307 Arnold Avenue.

	9. 009-20 : NRC arborist services 2020
	Printout: 009-20 : NRC arborist services 2020
	a. NRC Services 2020_

	10. 010-20 : Agreement with ESG Engineering; upgrades to Eastside WW Treatment Plant.
	Printout: 010-20 : Agreement with ESG Engineering; upgrades to Eastside WW Treatment Plant.
	a. Agreement, with ESG for professional services, 1-02-20

	11. 011-20 : Amendment 1 to agreement with Constantine Engineering; improvements to Westside WW Treatment Plant.
	Printout: 011-20 : Amendment 1 to agreement with Constantine Engineering; improvements to Westside WW Treatment Plant.
	a. Agreement, amend 1 with Constantine Eng, 1-02-20

	12. 012-20 : Reappoint municipal court officals.
	Printout: 012-20 : Reappoint municipal court officals.

	13. 013-20 : Appoint Benjamin H. Parr Assistant Municipal Prosecutor
	Printout: 013-20 : Appoint Benjamin H. Parr Assistant Municipal Prosecutor
	a. Resume Benjamin H. Parr


	14. Ordinances
	1. 001-20-ORD : Amend Wyndham PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.
	Printout: 001-20-ORD : Amend Wyndham PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.

	2. 3857 : Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.
	Printout: 3857 : Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.

	3. 3859 : Amend Zoning Ord & Map, Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1, 2nd Reading
	Printout: 3859 : Amend Zoning Ord & Map, Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1, 2nd Reading

	4. 3869 : Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations - 2nd Reading
	Printout: 3869 : Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations - 2nd Reading


	15. Appointments
	1. Municipal Court appointments; see resolution no. 12 and 13 above. 

	16. Adjourn
	1. Character Trait of the month - Integrity, adherence to moral and ethical priniciples; soundness of moral character; honesty.
	2. Motion to adjourn.
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	13.11 · 011-20 : Amendment 1 to agreement with Constantine Engineering; improvements to Westside WW Treatment Plant.
	13.11.a · Agreement, amend 1 with Constantine Eng, 1-02-20

	13.12 · 012-20 : Reappoint municipal court officals.
	13.13 · 013-20 : Appoint Benjamin H. Parr Assistant Municipal Prosecutor
	13.13.a · Resume Benjamin H. Parr

	14.1 · 001-20-ORD : Amend Wyndham PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.
	14.2 · 3857 : Amend Cannon Gate PUD Master Plan - 2nd Reading.
	14.3 · 3859 : Amend Zoning Ord & Map, Dickson Street, R-3 to I-1, 2nd Reading
	14.4 · 3869 : Amend Zoning Ordinance Section 9 Sign Regulations - 2nd Reading


