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1. Call to Order 

President Smith called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm and asked Mr. Jones to call the roll. 

2. Roll Call 

The Mayor and all City Council members were present. 

1. George Allen, Erica Norris, Robert Lofton, Todd Rauch, Eddie Smith  

3. Invocation 

Mr. Presley provided the invocation. 

1. Larry Presley from Christian Care Ministries.  

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

Cameron Burkett, Connor Burkett, and Andrew Mills led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

1. Cameron and Connor Burkett from Boy Scout Troop 218 and Andrew Mills from Troop 

858.  

5. Reading of Minutes 

1. Minutes from the 05-18-21 council meeting.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 

6. Unfinished Business 

7. Remarks By the Mayor 

Mayor Fuller first reminded everyone at 9:00 am on Saturday June 19, at Bulldog Stadium, the 

community is invited to join in a day of fun including a charity flag football game, food from 

local vendors, and also interact with the Opelika Police Department and the athletes.  Mayor 

Fuller also stated donations would be accepted by the Ambassadors of Change organization 

which includes the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Lee County, Curtis House, Knee High 

Foundation, Opelika Dawg Pound, Girls S.T.E.P.S. Inc., and Dream Day Foundation.  Mayor 

Fuller then also reminded everyone that at 5:30 pm on Friday June 18, at City Hall, would be the 

Juneteenth March from City Hall to Courthouse Square. 

1. Recognize Opelika Police Officer Grant Gow with a Life Saver Award.  

Mayor Fuller asked Opelika Police Chief Healey, Opelika Fire Chief Boyd, Captain Cook, 

Lieutenant Converse, and Officer Gow to come up front.  Chief Boyd then explained how he was 

notified by EMS that Officer Gow's actions saved the life of a citizen who was involved in a car 

wreck a few weeks earlier by applying a tourniquet to stop blood flow until EMS arrived at the 

scene.  Mayor Fuller then read the award aloud which described Officer Gow's actions that day.  

Chief Healy then spoke about how thankfully these situations don't happen everyday, but that 

their training on these situations is what saves lives, and then stated how proud he was of Officer 
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Gow's actions that day.  Mayor Fuller then presented the award to Officer Gow on behalf of the 

city and thanked him. 

2. Proclamation for National Gun Violence Awarness Day.  

Mayor Fuller asked Nancy Carlton Bendinger, Carolyn Morton, Mary Evelyn Hawk-Ruiz, and 

others with Mom's Demand Action (MDA) to come up front.  Mayor Fuller then read and 

presented the proclamation to them. 

3. Recognize Opelika ARPA Boys and Girls State Track and Field Teams.  

Mayor Fuller asked Patrice Lipscomb, Assistant Director of Opelika Parks and Recreation, to 

come up front and introduce each state qualifier for the ARPA Boys and Girls Track teams and 

the coaches.  Ms. Lipscomb then explained the track season and introduced each child, what they 

competed in, and their accomplishments at the meet.  Mayor Fuller handed out City of Opelika 

water bottles to each child when they came forward.  Ms. Lipscomb closed by introducing the 

coaches and then taking a group photo with the Mayor and City Council. 

8. Citizen Communications 

John Andrew Harris of 311 East Avenue spoke first.  Mr. Harris asked about the CARES Act 

money that the city has received, and requested an explanation of what the city is going to do 

with the money, and for that to be placed on the next City Council agenda.  Mr. Harris again 

asked that the city explain how much money was received, how the money is planned to be 

spent, and to have that discussion with the community at the next council meeting.  Mr. Harris 

explained how other neighboring communities are coming together to spend the money 

appropriately, and that Opelika should do the same. 

9. Report of Disbursements 

10. Committee Reports 

11. General Business 

12. Awarding of Bids 

13. Resolutions 

President Smith asked Mr. Jones to present the resolutions.  Mr. Jones then asked Mr. Gunter to 

present the resolutions per President Smith. 

1. Resolution 118-21 Expense Reports from Various Departments.  

RESULT: APPROVED [3 TO 0] 

MOVER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Robert Lofton, Eddie Smith, Todd Rauch 

ABSTAIN: Willie Allen, Erica Norris 
2. Resolution 119-21 Expense Report - Todd Rauch.  

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 0] 

MOVER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

SECONDER: Erica Norris, President Pro-Tem 

AYES: Willie Allen, Erica Norris, Robert Lofton, Eddie Smith 

ABSTAIN: Todd Rauch 
3. Resolution 120-21 Request Refund of Occupational Fees Paid in Error - Quayshonta 

Preer.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Erica Norris, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
4. Resolution 121-21 Purchase (2) 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes - State Contracts #T191 and 

T191L - FD.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
5. Resolution 122-21 Approve Invoices with Motorola Solutions, Inc. for Lifecycle 

Management Services - PD.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
6. Resolution 123-21 Emergency Purchase - Unit #418/2013 International Truck Engine 

Replacement - PW.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 

14. Ordinances 

President Smith asked Mr. Gunter to present the ordinances. 

1. Ordinance 010-21-ORD Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Rezone 17.8 Acres, 5067 Bham 

Hwy - 2nd Reading.  

During discussion, Ms. Norris noted that Mr. Gunter stated, during his description of the 

ordinance, it was 17.6 acres, and it should be 17.8 acres for the record. 

RESULT: SECOND READING AND APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
2. Ordinance  Approve Quitclaim Deed to Armetta Johnson - 2nd Reading.  

President Smith asked for a member of the council to introduce the ordinance.  Ms. Norris 

introduced the ordinance. 

RESULT: FIRST READING INTRODUCED 
3. Ordinance  Approve Option to Puchase an Easement with Vertical Bridge Acquisitions, 

LLC - 2nd Reading.  

President Smith asked for a member of the council to introduce the ordinance.  Ms. Norris 

introduced the ordinance. 

RESULT: FIRST READING INTRODUCED 

15. Appointments 

President Smith presented the appointments. 

1. Reappoint Tim Aja to the Indian Pines Recreation Authority.  New Term ends 6-7-2025.  
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During discussion, Mr. Rauch stated how he believes this is a great appointment, how much Mr. 

Aja is respected in the community, and Mr. Aja is also a graduate of the 20 Under 40 program 

which is designed specifically for these type of appointments.  Dr. Lofton also mentioned the 

reason Mr. Aja was not present at the meeting was because he had a military engagement, and 

also that Mr. Aja is a pilot and a great fit for what is going on at Indian Pines with the airport. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 

16. Adjourn 

The City Council meeting minutes of June 1, 2021 are hereby adopted and approved this the 15th day of June, 2021. 

 

       

               /s/ Eddie Smith 

                                                                                          ____________________________ 

                                                                                     President of City Council 

                                                                                     City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

ATTEST: 

 

/s/ Russell A. Jones 

____________________________ 

Russell A. Jones 

City Clerk 

1. Character Trait of the Month - Honesty, the quality of being fair and truthful: the quality 

of being honest.  

President Smith read the character trait of the month and asked for a motion to adjourn.  Before a 

motion to adjourn was given, Ms. Norris asked to make a statement.  Ms. Norris stated, at the last 

council meeting on May 18, Mr. Oscar Penn spoke to the council, during citizen communication, 

about the city using Critical Insights Consulting and his request for the city to go along with the 

contract that Ms. Norris had issues with earlier during that meeting.  Ms. Norris then stated for 

the record, "I did take time to think about what Mr. Penn stated, and that my comments do not 

change, they are still the same.  I'm not sure about the changes he mentioned in regards to safety 

over in some of the Ward 2 community, but on the day that he stated things had greatly improved, 

was the same day on Vero Court there was a shooting.  I do hope that Critical Insights and 

Ambassadors for Change, which I believe Mr. Penn allegedly is receiving pay from, does make a 

positive change and I'm certainly willing to work with them, but I want to put that on the record."  

President Smith then asked if there were any other comments, and then for a motion to adjourn. 

2. Motion to Adjourn.  

The council meeting ended at 7:40 pm. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Erica Norris, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 



 City Council Meeting: 06/01/21 07:00 PM 
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 Opelika, AL   Category: CM Minutes 
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 ADOPTED Initiator: Russell Jones 

 Sponsors:  

 CM MINUTES (ID # 4679) DOC ID: 4679  

Updated: 5/26/2021 12:00 PM by Russell Jones  Page 1 

Minutes from the 05-18-21 council meeting. 

 

 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
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1. Call to Order 

President Smith called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm and asked Mr. Jones to call the roll. 

2. Roll Call 

The Mayor and all City Council members were present. 

1. George Allen, Erica Norris, Robert Lofton, Todd Rauch, Eddie Smith  

3. Invocation 

Mr. Flanagan provided the invocation. 

1. Kevin Flanagan from The Edge.  

4. Pledge of Allegiance 

Mr. Jones led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

1. Russell Jones - City Clerk.  

5. Reading of Minutes 

1. Minutes from the 05-04-21 council meeting.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 

6. Unfinished Business 

7. Remarks By the Mayor 

Mayor Fuller first made an announcement about the annual Memorial Day ceremony being at 

Courthouse Square this year on Monday May 31, 2021 at 10:00 am with a reception to follow at 

11:00 am at the Museum of East Alabama. 

1. City's Financial Summary Report for April 2021.  

Mayor Fuller asked if the council had any questions about the city's financial summary report to 

ask Cindy Boyd, Mr. Motley or himself about it. 

2. April 2021 Monthly Building Report.  

Mayor Fuller asked Mr. Motley to give the April 2021 monthly building report and Mr. Motley 

did so. 

3. Attagirl Award - Tiffany Chandler.  

Mayor Fuller asked Sam Bailey, Director of Parks and Recreation, and Tiffany Chandler to come 

up front.  Mayor Fuller recognized Ms. Chandler for her quick response to the storms that did 

damage to the Denson Drive Parks and Recreation facility on May 3, 2021.  Ms. Chandler had 

numerous children in the facility practicing gymnastics and tumbling when the storm hit, and she 

lead the effort to get the children to safety according to the facilities severe weather safety plan.  

Ms. Chandler explained where they took the children to safety, and also stated they practice the 

safety plan once a month with the staff for such emergencies, and credited their practice to their 

quick response.  Mr. Bailey then stated Ms. Chandler has not been there very long but they have 
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come a long way at the Denson Drive facility under her direction, and she has done extremely 

well having her staff prepared for anything.  Then Mayor Fuller, on behalf of the City Council, 

presented Ms. Chander an "attagirl" award for acting in the proper manner in a stressful situation. 

4. Proclamation Honoring Quaneisha Jones.  

Mayor Fuller asked Michael Burton and the family of Quaneisha Jones to come up front.  Then 

Mayor Fuller read and presented the proclamation to the family.  After the presentation of the 

proclamation, President Smith congratulated Mayor Fuller on being elected President of the 

Alabama League of Municipalities for the upcoming year. 

8. Citizen Communications 

 Oscar Penn of 18 Jeter Avenue spoke first.  Mr. Penn stated he wanted to speak to the 

council on the work they are doing with Dr. Evans.  Mr. Penn then stated the work Dr. Evans has 

done with bringing the community together with the Police Department and the citizens is 

unquestionably great work, and there is no dollar value you can put on that.  Mr. Penn also stated 

he has personally attended every meeting that has been held but two, and has worked with Chief 

Healey, Captain Amerson, and others in the community in creating an avenue for progression 

into the future for our children.  Mr. Penn stated what they are doing is building a better 

tomorrow today, and then quoted Dr. Lofton, from the previous meeting's discussion, in that they 

are doing "preventative medicine".  Mr. Penn also stated "If we could implement any of these 

programs that could change a child's life in their progress, or dealing with our law enforcement, 

or anything that is going to keep them from having any kind of harsh living or incarceration, 

there is no price tag you can put on that."  Mr. Penn then stated that being elected as a 

community liaison is only putting a title on what God has already given him to do all of his life, 

and they work diligently with the community not based on race, creed, or color, because when 

they say "Together Opelika" it includes each and every citizen.  Mr. Penn closed by asking that 

we not bring any kind of harsh rhetoric towards the people our leadership bring forth to work on 

this in creating a better community relationship, but to come together and actually make this 

thing possible and make Opelika the community that everyone looks up to. 

 John Andrew Harris of 311 East Avenue spoke next.  Mr. Harris first complemented Mr. 

Allen and Ms. Norris on their presentation of the Carver-Jeter plan.  Mr. Harris then asked if the 

six million dollar figure that the city is supposed to receive from the American Rescue Plan is 

correct.  Mr. Harris stated he has been meeting with lots of citizens in Opelika and all the 

communities are coming together to look at this possible resource of money and funding to help 

their communities.  Mr. Harris also stated if they want to move the city forward in a positive 

way, they need to come together and have a community that each person can live in.  Mr. Harris 

then asked for the City Council and Mayor to look at this because that money belongs to this 

community that has been neglected.  Mr. Harris then stated he knows that Lee County as a whole 

is supposed to receive upwards of thirty-one million dollars and he contacted the City of Auburn 

and they have confirmed they are receiving fifteen million dollars.  Mr. Harris also contacted the 

City of Smiths Station and they are going to receive one million dollars.  Mr. Harris then stated 

he understands the amount given to each community is based on population, but would like to 

know the exact amount that Opelika receives because that money is the community's money and 

should be treated as such in working with city on a plan to present to the city. 
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 Tiffany Gibson-Pitts of 903 East Towne Lake Circle spoke lastly.  Ms. Gibson-Pitts first 

thanked her council person for the "awesome" presentation of the Carver-Jeter plan.  Ms. 

Gibson-Pitts also thanked Mayor Fuller and the City Council for all of the work she has seen 

being done, especially on South 4th Street with the new sidewalks and as well as on North 

Uniroyal Road, which is next to her residence.  Ms. Gibson-Pitts then asked when that project 

will be completed due to the high number of tractor trailer trucks coming through her 

neighborhood as well as other cars and traffic, and it has been going on for over a month at least.  

Lee McInnis, Assistant City Engineer, answered that the rain last week did delay that project on 

North Uniroyal Road, but they are expecting asphalt to be down by next week to complete the 

project. 

9. Report of Disbursements 

10. Committee Reports 

11. General Business 

President Smith asked Mr. Jones to present the general business. 

1. Request for National Night Out Parade and Event at Courthouse Square on 8-3-2021.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
2. Request for Annual Kid's Triathlon at the Sportsplex on 8-7-2021.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Erica Norris, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
3. Public Hearing - Amend Zoning Ord & Map:  17.8 Acres, 5067 Bham Hwy.  

Mr. Jones presented the public hearing.  President Smith opened the public hearing and asked if 

anyone present would like to speak for or against said rezoning.  Cynthia Atkinson of 1817 

Bluestone Court Auburn, AL spoke to the council.  Ms. Atkinson first stated how great of a job 

both Mr. Allen and Ms. Norris did on their Carver-Jeter presentation.  Ms. Atkinson then stated 

that she is a fourth generation resident of Lee County, and went to Scott Prep School with Sam 

Bailey and was in the very first class before merging with Lee-Scott.  Ms. Atkinson also stated 

she attended First Baptist Church Opelika growing up and had a love and affection for Opelika 

growing up even though they lived in Lee County technically.  Ms. Atkinson's first concern about 

the rezoning is the back and side property lines that adjoin her family's property, and also in the 

plans for development there is not a definite stop, where there is a temporary cul-de-sac shown, it 

runs right up to their family's pasture where they have horses.  Ms. Atkinson's concern is that 

accidents happen all the time, and if someone ran through their fence it could cause their horses to 

be exposed to Grand National Parkway and Highway 280 where this development is located.  Ms. 

Atkinson also stated her father has owned their property for more than 50 years and they have no 

plans to sell it and plan on keeping it for generations to come, and would really like to see some 

type of blockage or barrier in the development that would protect their land.  Ms. Atkinson stated 

that she has been in the real estate profession for 34 years and the other concern she has is that the 

proposed development is for 52 homes on 17 acres which is the equivalent of nearly 3 houses an 

acre, and also there is only one ingress and one egress onto Highway 280.  Ms. Atkinson then 

stated there are fatalities at the huge intersection of Shelton Mill and Highway 280, less than 100 
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yards from the proposed development and there will be possibly up to 400 hundred people 

coming one way in and one way out of the development having to turn around at that intersection.  

Ms. Atkinson also stated she has spoken with residents in Ashton Park, Shelton Cove, and 

National Village and this is a concern for them all.  Ms. Atkinson then stated she would rather not 

see anything developed there, but she and her mother understand that it's progress and they aren't 

necessarily trying to stop the development, but they are requesting some reasonable density and 

asked the council to consider that.  Ms. Atkinson stated she understands the developer wants to 

maximize their return but asked "At what point do we allow lives versus money".  Ms. Atkinson 

closed by stating that her father did not buy the 17 acres adjacent to their land because it was 

considered a flood plain, and also the lady that did buy it and recently sold it to the developer, 

sold it for that same reason because there is a problem with water.  Ms. Atkinson then thanked the 

council for their time and for what they do.  President Smith closed the public hearing. 

12. Awarding of Bids 

President Smith asked Mr. Motley to present the bids. 

1. Bids 108-21 Pickleball Courts Phase II - P&R.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
2. Bids 109-21 Sportsplex Restrooms - P&R.  

Mr. Allen stated they know the restrooms at Jeter park need remodeling and the exterior 

restrooms at Covington need remodling and then asked why they all could not have been at the 

same time as this.  Mr. Motley answered that the Sportsplex restrooms are what was presented 

and that he has not been contacted about a need for the other restrooms at Jeter and Covington 

needing to be remodeled and if they do he would certainly look at it.  Mr. Motley also stated he 

knows the restrooms at Bandy Park have been done twice since he has been City Administrator 

and he was also under the assumption that the exterior restrooms at Covington were not needed 

after they decided not to use the field there anymore.  Mr. Allen stated they do have plans to use 

the field again and that they also asked for a walking trail for the elderly people in the area to use 

and they would use the restrooms too.  Mr. Allen again asked why they could not combine all of 

the restroom projects into one and let the bidder bid on all of them together.  Dr. Lofton explained 

to Mr. Allen that there are also plans for Floral Park and will need restrooms there as well down 

the line, and if they were all grouped together in one project they might be harder to manage that 

way.  Mr. Allen responded that Dr. Lofton said "might be" and then stated if they don't consider 

it, they will never know.  Dr. Lofton then stated his suggestion would be to come back with 

another proposal and do it that way.  Mr. Allen responded "It doesn't matter" and "Ok".  Mr. 

Motley then stated that he has not received an email or a phone call from anyone asking for 

restrooms, but they did talk about the walking trail.  Mr. Motley explained the request was for a 

cushioned walking trail and that was not a feasible option, but they could certainly put in a 

walking trail.  Mr. Motley stated that Sam Bailey looked at different options and some were not 

acceptable.  Mr. Allen asked "They were not acceptable to who?".  President Smith interjected 

stating this was not part of the conversation of a restroom at the Sportsplex, for which they have a 

motion to approve, and if there were any other questions about the restrooms at the Sportsplex.  

President Smith stated they would have a separate conversation about the other restrooms at a 

different time.  Mr. Motley stated that was fine and he was just presenting the bids.  President 

Smith asked Mr. Allen if he had another question about the Sportsplex restrooms.  Mr. Allen 

stated that to him this was all inclusive but Mr. Smith is the President.  President Smith assured 

Mr. Allen they would revisit his questions and Mr. Allen agreed as long as they did come back to 

it that would be fine. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
3. Bids 110-21 Eastside WWTP Improvements - PW.  

After the roll call vote, President Smith asked Mr. Motley to please follow up on the other 

restrooms Mr. Allen was asking about previously.  Mr. Motley answered yes, and that he would 

be happy to look at anything anyone wants him to look at if they would please email or call.  Ms. 

Norris then asked Mr. Jones if he could forward the Carver-Jeter presentation to Mr. Motley as 

well because it also includes some upgrades for Bandy Park.  Mr. Jones replied that he would 

copy the Mayor, Mr. Motley and City Administration on the email to the council with the 

presentation. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 

13. Resolutions 

President Smith asked Mr. Gunter to present the resolutions. 

1. Resolution 111-21 Expense Reports from Various Departments.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
2. Resolution 112-21 Purchase - 245IP Stationary Compactor - Sourcewell Contract 

#041217-WQI - OES.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
3. Resolution 113-21 Purchase - Ammunition - State of AL Contract #MA 999 

180000000302 - OPD.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Erica Norris, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
4. Resolution 114-21 Grant Application to ALDOT for Pedestrian/Bicycle Route on 

Waverly Pkwy.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
5. Resolution 115-21 Renewal and Amendment to Agreement with CivicPlus.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Erica Norris, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
6. Resolution 116-21 Renewal of Existing NPDES Permits and Payment of Applicable 

Permit Fees to ADEM.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Willie Allen, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
7. Resolution 117-21 Agreement with Houseal Lavigne Associates, LLC. for Professional 

Services & Comprehensive Plan - PLAN.  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

SECONDER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 

14. Ordinances 

President Smith asked Mr. Gunter to present the ordinances. 

1. Ordinance 009-21-ORD Amend Section 5.8.3 of the Personnel Policies and Procedures 

Manual - 2nd Reading.  

RESULT: SECOND READING AND APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
2. Ordinance  Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Rezone 17.8 Acres, 5067 Bham Hwy - 1st 

Reading.  

President Smith asked for a member of the council to introduce the ordinance.  Mr. Rauch 

introduced the ordinance. 

15. Appointments 

President Smith introduced the appointments. 

1. Reappoint Tom Morris to the Alabama Municipal Electric Authority Election Committee.  

RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Robert Lofton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Willie Allen, Robert Lofton, Eddie Smith, Todd Rauch 

NAYS: Erica Norris 

16. Adjourn 

The City Council meeting minutes of May 18, 2021 are hereby adopted and approved this the ___ day of ________, 

2021. 
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7 | P a g e  

                                                                                          ____________________________ 

                                                                                     President of City Council 

                                                                                     City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

Russell A. Jones 

City Clerk 

1. Character Trait of the Month - Perseverance, the continued effort to do or achieve 

something despite difficulties, failure, or opposition.  

President Smith read the character trait of the month and then asked if there was any other 

business to come before the council. 

2. Motion to Adjourn.  

The council meeting ended at 7:47 pm. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Erica Norris, President Pro-Tem 

SECONDER: Todd Rauch, Council Member 

AYES: Allen, Norris, Lofton, Smith, Rauch 
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 City Council Meeting: 06/01/21 07:00 PM 
 204 South 7Th Street Department: City Clerk 
 Opelika, AL   Category: Proclamation 

  Prepared By: Russell Jones 

 SCHEDULED Initiator: Russell Jones 

 Sponsors:  

 MAYOR'S REMARKS (ID # 4680) DOC ID: 4680  

Updated: 5/26/2021 12:18 PM by Russell Jones  Page 1 

Proclamation for National Gun Violence Awarness Day. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mayor Fuller asked Nancy Carlton Bendinger, Carolyn Morton, Mary Evelyn Hawk-Ruiz, and 

others with Mom's Demand Action (MDA) to come up front.  Mayor Fuller then read and 

presented the proclamation to them. 
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    From the Governing Body of  

          Opelika, Alabama 

                      

                   

Proclamation 
                   

 
 

 WHEREAS, gun violence prevention is more important than ever as the 

COVID-19 pandemic continues to exacerbate gun violence after more than a year 

of increased gun sales, increased calls to suicide and domestic violence hotlines, 

and an increase in city gun violence; and  
 

WHEREAS, every day, more than 100 Americans are killed by gun 

violence, alongside more than 230 who are shot and wounded; on average there are 

nearly 13,000-gun homicides every year; and   
 

 WHEREAS, Alabama has 1,054 gun-deaths every year, with a rate of 21.6 

deaths per 100,000 people.  Alabama has the 2nd highest rate of gun deaths in the 

United States; and  
 

 WHEREAS, protecting public safety in the communities they serve is 

among a mayor’s highest responsibility.  Support for the Second Amendment 

rights of law-abiding citizens goes hand-in-hand with keeping guns away from 

people that shouldn’t have them; and 
 

 WHEREAS, in January 2013, Hadiya Pendleton, a teenager who marched 

in President Obama’s second inaugural parade was tragically shot and killed just 

weeks later while standing with friends in Kenwood, Chicago; and  
 

 WHEREAS, a group of Hadiya’s friends, asked their classmates to 

commemorate her life by wearing orange; they chose this color because hunters 

wear orange to announce themselves to other hunters when out in the woods.  

Orange is a color that symbolizes the value of human life; and 
 

 WHEREAS, by wearing orange on June 4, 2021 Americans will raise 

awareness about gun violence and honor the lives of gun violence victims and 

survivors and encourage responsible gun ownership to help keep our children safe. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gary Fuller, Mayor of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama do hereby proclaim June 4, 2021 as  
 

National Gun Violence Awareness Day 
 

and encourage all citizens to support their local communities’ efforts to prevent the 

tragic effects of gun violence and to honor and value human lives. 
 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 

seal of Opelika, Alabama, to be affixed this the 1st  day of June 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________  

Gary Fuller  

Mayor, City of Opelika 

  

7.2.a

Packet Pg. 15

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 P

ro
cN

at
io

n
al

G
u

n
V

io
le

n
ce

A
w

ar
en

es
sD

ay
20

21
  (

46
80

 :
 P

ro
cl

am
at

io
n

 f
o

r 
N

at
io

n
al

 G
u

n
 V

io
le

n
ce

 A
w

ar
n

es
s 

D
ay

.)



RESOLUTION NO. 118-21 

Expense Reports from Various Departments. 

RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, as follows:  

 

) That the following employee(s) were required by the City of Opelika to travel on 

City business and/or attend a training session, meeting or conference. 

  

 Employee   Department   $ Amount 

   -----------------------  -------------------  ------------ 

   Nadja Frazier   Municipal Court  $153.61 

   George Allen   Legislative   $242.96 

   Erica Norris   Legislative   $525.55 

    

  

) That attached is an expense report(s) prepared, dated and signed by the City 

employee or official covering the various expenses incurred on said trip and 

reviewed/approved by the City’s accounting department and City official. 

3) That the Opelika City Council hereby approves the attached expense reports for 

reimbursement to said City employee or official. 

4) That the Mayor and/or appropriate City official is hereby directed and authorized 

to take the necessary steps so a check(s) can be prepared covering the attached 

expense report(s). 

5) That the City Treasurer is authorized to sign said check(s) so it can be delivered to 

the appropriate City employee or official. 

 

ADOPTED and APPROVED this the _____ day of _____________________, 2021. 
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_________________________ 

C. E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

President of the City Council 

        City of Opelika, Alabama 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________ 

Russell A. Jones 

City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 119-21 

Expense Report - Todd Rauch. 

RESOLUTION NO. _________ 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, as follows:  

 

) That the following employee(s) were required by the City of Opelika to travel on 

City business and/or attend a training session, meeting or conference. 

  

 Employee   Department   $ Amount 

   -----------------------  -------------------  ------------ 

   Todd Rauch   Legislative   $238.56 

    

  

) That attached is an expense report(s) prepared, dated and signed by the City 

employee or official covering the various expenses incurred on said trip and 

reviewed/approved by the City’s accounting department and City official. 

3) That the Opelika City Council hereby approves the attached expense reports for 

reimbursement to said City employee or official. 

4) That the Mayor and/or appropriate City official is hereby directed and authorized 

to take the necessary steps so a check(s) can be prepared covering the attached 

expense report(s). 

5) That the City Treasurer is authorized to sign said check(s) so it can be delivered to 

the appropriate City employee or official. 

 

ADOPTED and APPROVED this the _____ day of _____________________, 2021. 

 

 

 

_________________________ 
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C. E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

President of the City Council 

        City of Opelika, Alabama 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________ 

Russell A. Jones 

City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 120-21 

Request Refund of Occupational Fees Paid in Error - Quayshonta Preer. 

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, a  

municipal corporation, as follows: 

 

1) That Lillie Finley, Purchasing- Revenue Manager, has investigated and confirmed that 

said refund request is valid and recommends approval. 

 

2) That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized to prepare and process the 

appropriate documents so a refund check in the amount of $1587.76 can be printed 

payable to Quayshonta Preer, P.O. Box 833, Smith Station, Al 36877, for Occupational 

License Fees paid in error from 2018-2020. 

 

3) That the City Clerk is hereby authorized to sign, and mail said check to the address as 

detailed in number 2 above. 

 

4) That a copy of the Purchasing-Revenue Manager’s recommendation is here to attached 

as Exhibit “A”. 

 

                  

APPROVED and ADOPTED this the ____ day of ______________, 2021. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

C.E. “EDDIE” SMITH, JR.  

PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE  

13.3

Packet Pg. 32



CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________ 

RUSSELL A. JONES 

CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 121-21 

Purchase (2) 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes - State Contracts #T191 and T191L - FD. 

RESOLUTION NO. _______________ 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Fire Department desires to purchase two (2) 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes with 

certain options utilizing State of Alabama Contracts #T191 and T191L; and 

 

WHEREAS, Donohoo Chevrolet is the State Contract Vendor for the 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, funds for this purchase are coming from the Capital Projects Fund; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Opelika, Alabama as follows: 

 

1. That the purchase be awarded to Donohoo Chevrolet utilizing the State of Alabama Contract. 

 

2. That the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is hereby authorized to issue a purchase order to 

Donohoo Chevrolet in the total amount of $83,977.50. 

 

3. That the Controller be authorized to adjust the budget as necessary for this purchase. 

 

4. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign all documents pertaining to this purchase. 

 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this the ______ day of ________________, 2021. 

 

 

 

       ______________________ 
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C.E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

President of the City Council 

City of Opelika, Alabama 

 

       

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________ 

Russell A. Jones 

City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION NO. 122-21 

Approve Invoices with Motorola Solutions, Inc. for Lifecycle Management Services - PD. 

RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CURRENT AND FUTURE INVOICES  

FOR LIFECYCLE MANAGEMENT (MAINTENANCE) SERVICES  

PERFORMED BY MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS, INC., WITH RESPECT  

TO THE CITY OF OPELIKA’S 800 MHz TRUNK RADIO SYSTEM 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Opelika, Alabama, a municipal corporation, (the “City”) owns 

and operates a 800 MHz trunk radio system (the “System”) manufactured by Motorola Solutions, 

Inc., (“Motorola”) to provide continuous support to public safety and to other mission-critical 

users; and 

 WHEREAS, in 2013, the City purchased, leased and acquired from Motorola Solutions 

(“Motorola”) an Astro 25 Voice and Data Communications upgrade with necessary equipment; 

and 

 WHEREAS, in 2015, the City accepted a Proposal from Motorola for lifecycle 

management services; and 

 WHEREAS, said Proposal incorporating both hardware and software updates, meets the 

City’s long-term goals for both total cost of ownership and statewide interoperability; and 

 WHEREAS, Motorola has submitted to the City an invoice in the amount of 

$104,121.00 for lifecycle management services for the period from June 1, 2021, until May 31, 

2022, a copy of said invoice being attached hereto as Exhibit “A”; and 

 WHEREAS, the annual payment with respect to said invoice is budgeted in the current 
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Police Department budget; and 

 WHEREAS, future payments for lifecycle management services in subsequent years will 

be included in the Police Department budget.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “City”), as follows: 

 1.     That the current invoice for lifecycle services submitted by Motorola Solutions is 

hereby approved and that the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is authorized and directed to issue a 

purchase order for said invoice in the amount of $104,121.00. 

 2. That with respect to future years, the payments for renewable lifecycle 

management services shall be due upon receipt of invoice of each year and the Purchasing-

Revenue Manager is authorized and directed to issue purchase orders for said future invoices 

without further authorization by the City Council provided adequate funds have been budgeted 

and included in the Police Department budget. 

 3. That the Controller is hereby authorized and directed to make appropriate budget 

adjustments necessary to carry out the transactions contemplated by this Resolution. 

 4. That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage and adoption by the City 

Council. 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of ________________, 2021. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

13.5

Packet Pg. 61



      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION NO. 123-21 

Emergency Purchase - Unit #418/2013 International Truck Engine Replacement - PW. 

RESOLUTION NO. ___________ 

WHEREAS, Unit #418 needs an engine replacement; and  

 

WHEREAS, Unit #418/2013 International Truck engine needs replacement. It is vital to 

maintain operations for the Street Department to our City; and  

 

WHEREAS, the engine replacement is deemed to be an emergency by the Purchasing-Revenue 

Manager; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase will be made from Rush Truck Center; and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost of the purchase is estimated to be $26,575.09; and 

 

WHEREAS, the cost of the purchase will come from the General Fund Account; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Opelika, Alabama as follows:  

 

1) That the City Council deem the actions of the Purchasing-Revenue Manager is correct 

in awarding an emergency purchase order to Rush Truck Center for an estimated 

amount of $26,575.09. 

 

2) That the Mayor be authorized to issue a change order for unforeseen repairs not to 

exceed 10% of the estimated costs. 

 

3) That the Controller be authorized to adjust the budget as necessary for these repairs. 
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APPROVED and ADOPTED this the _____ day of _____________________, 2021. 

 

 

                                                         

________________________ 

         C. E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr. 

                                                     President of the City Council 

                                                     City of Opelika, Alabama 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________ 

Russell A. Jones 

City Clerk 
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ORDINANCE NO. 010-21-ORD 

Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Rezone 17.8 Acres, 5067 Bham Hwy - 2nd Reading. 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING 

ORDINANCE AND ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of 

Opelika, Alabama (the “City”) as follows: 

 

 Section 1.  That Ordinance 124-91 entitled “Zoning Ordinance City of Opelika, 

Alabama”, adopted on September 17, 1991, and the Zoning Map of the City of Opelika provided 

for and referred to therein, as previously amended and/or modified, be and the same is hereby 

amended by rezoning or redistricting the parcels of land hereinafter in this section described, so 

as to change such parcels from one class of district to another class of district as follows, to-wit: 

 

From a R-1, GC-P District (Rural, Gateway Corridor-Primary Overlay District) to a R-3, 

GC-P District (Low-Density Residential, Gateway Corridor-Primary Overlay District), the 

parcels of land hereinafter described: 

 

Parcel A 

 

Commence at the Northwest comer of Section 9, Township 19 North, Range 26 East, 

Lee County, Alabama; and run thence South 0 degrees 08 minutes West for 521.3 feet 

to an iron pin on the Southwest margin of U.S. Highway 280; thence run South 67 

degrees 1 minutes 31 seconds East for 3272 feet to an iron pin which point is the 

TRUE Point OF Beginning of the following described parcel. From said point of 

beginning continue to run along said Highway margin South 67 degrees 18 minutes 

31 seconds East for 348.54 feet to an iron pin; thence leaving said highway margin 

run. South O degrees 48 minutes East for  feet along a fence to an iron pin; 

thence ren North 88 degrees Oi minutes 11 seconds West for 228.89 feet to an iron 

pin; thence run North C degrees 08 minutes 03 seconds East for 1,603.61 feet to an 

iron pin; thence run North 88 degrees 01 minutes 04 seconds West for 115.61 feet to 

an iron pin; thence run North 1 degree 0 minute 15 seconds West for 500.00 feet to 

the aforesaid Highway margin end True Point of Beginning. 
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Parcel B 

 

Commence at the Northwest comer of Section 9, Township 19 North, Range 26 East, 

Lee County, Alabama; and run thence South 0 degrees 08 minutes West 521.3 feet to 

an iron pin on the Southwest margin of U.S. Highway 280, which point is the point of 

beginning of the following described tot. From said point of beginning,  run South 67 

degrees 13 minutes 31 seconds East 32.72 feet along said highway margin to an iron 

pin; thence South 1 degree 00 minutes 15 seconds East 500.00 feet to an iron pin; 

thence South 88 degrees 01 minutes 04 seconds East 115.61 feet to an iron pin: 

thence South O degrees 08 minutes 03 seconds West 1608.61 feet along a power line 

to an iron pin; thence North 88 degrees 01 minutes 11 seconds West 113.61 feet along 

an old road bed to an iron pin; thence North 1 degree 00 minutes 15 seconds West 

2,121.55 feet along a fence to the point of beginning. 

 

The above-described property contains 17.8 acres, more or less, and is located at 5067 

Birmingham Highway, Opelika, Alabama. 

       

Section 2.  Any ordinance or part thereof in conflict with provisions of this Ordinance be 

and the same are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3.  This Ordinance shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

City of Opelika, Lee County, Alabama. 

 

 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2021. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 
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ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of _______________, 2021. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 

 

 APPROVED this the _____day of _________________, 2021. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 
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CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. (ID # 4684) 

Approve Quitclaim Deed to Armetta Johnson - 2nd Reading. 

ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF  

QUITCLAIM DEED FROM THE CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA TO 

 ARMETTA JOHNSON 

 

 WHEREAS, Armetta Johnson, an unmarried woman, owns the property located at 509 

Martin Luther King Boulevard, Opelika, Alabama, particularly described as Lots 4 through 9, 

Block A, Realty Investment Corporation, and recorded in Plat Book 1 at Page 24 in the Office of 

the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama; and 

 WHEREAS, Armetta Johnson desires to sell said property to a purchaser who wishes to 

renovate the house located on the property; and 

 WHEREAS, a title search has revealed that the City of Opelika (the “City”) may have an 

interest in Lots 7 and 9 of the above-described property; and 

 WHEREAS, Armetta Johnson and her predecessors in title have assessed and paid taxes 

on the property for more than twenty (20) years; and 

 WHEREAS, Armetta Johnson and her predecessors in title have apparently occupied the 

property for more than sixty (60) years; and 

 WHEREAS, the existing single-family home is located partially on Lot 7; and 

 WHEREAS, Armetta Johnson has requested that the City quitclaim to her whatever 

interest the City purportedly has in Lots 7 and 9; and 
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 WHEREAS, the City desires to assist Armetta Johnson, in clarifying ownership to the 

aforesaid Lots 7 and 9. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, as follows: 

 Section 1.     It is hereby established and declared that the following described real 

property is not needed for public or municipal purposes, to-wit: 

Lot 7 and Lot 9 in Block A of the Realty Investment Corporation, as shown on the 

Plat of Survey of the said Realty Investment Corporation, which appears of record in 

the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama, in Plat Book 1 at Page 

24. 

 

 Section 2. That the Mayor and the City Clerk be, and they hereby are, authorized and 

directed to execute and attest respectively, for and on behalf of the City of Opelika, a quitclaim 

deed, a copy of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk, whereby the City of Opelika does 

convey whatever possible interest it has, if any, in the premises described in Section 1 hereof to 

Armetta Johnson. 

 Section 3. That the purpose of the Ordinance is to relinquish whatever claim the City 

of Opelika may have in the premises described in Section 1 above. 

 Section 4. That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption, 

approval and publication as required by law. 

 Section 5. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause this Ordinance 

to be published one (1) time in a newspaper of general circulation in the City of Opelika, Lee 

County, Alabama. 
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 ADOPTED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, on 

this the ______ day of ________________________, 2021. 

 

       

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR on this the _____day of ____________________, 2021. 

 

      

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
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 APPROVED this the _____day of _______________________, 2021. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 
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STATE OF ALABAMA   )      

COUNTY OF LEE    )     

 

QUITCLAIM DEED 

 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:  That in consideration of TEN DOLLARS AND 

OTHER GOOD AND VALUABLE CONSIDERATIONS ($10.00), to the undersigned City of 

Opelika, Alabama, a municipal corporation, (hereinafter referred to as the “Grantor”) in hand 

paid by Armetta Johnson, an unmarried woman, (hereinafter referred to as the “Grantee”) the 

receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, the said Grantor does by these presents remise, release, 

quit-claim and convey unto the said Grantee, her heirs, executors, and administrators, all of its 

right, title, claim and interest in and to the following described real property, situated, lying and 

being in the County of LEE, State of ALABAMA,  to-wit: 

Lot 7 and Lot 9 in Block A of the Realty Investment Corporation, as shown on 

the Plat of Survey of the said Realty Investment Corporation, which appears 

of record in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Lee County, Alabama, in Plat 

Book 1 at Page 24. 

 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD unto the said Grantee, her heirs, executors, and 

administrators in fee simple forever.  

 

  IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Opelika, Alabama, a municipal corporation, has 

caused this instrument to be executed by Gary Fuller, its Mayor, and its seal to be affixed by 

Russell Jones, City Clerk, both of whom are hereunto authorized pursuant to Resolution No. 

__________ of the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, a copy of which is attached 

hereunto and marked Exhibit “A” on this the _______ day of ___________, 2021. 

       City of Opelika, Alabama  

   By: ____________________________ 

   Gary Fuller 

 

ATTEST:  

 

 

_____________________________ 

Russell Jones, City Clerk 
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STATE OF ALABAMA 

COUNTY OF LEE 

 

 I, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public in and for said County and State, hereby 

certify that Gary Fuller and Russell Jones, whose names as Mayor and City Clerk, respectively   

for the City of Opelika, a municipal corporation, are signed to the foregoing conveyance and 

who are known to me, acknowledged before me on this day, that, being informed of the contents 

thereof, they executed the same voluntarily on the day the same bears date.  

 

 GIVEN under my hand and official seal of office this the ___ day of ___________, 2021. 

 

       _________________________________ 

       NOTARY PUBLIC 

       MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:  

 
 
 

THIS DOCUMENT PREPARED BY:                      GRANTEE’S ADDRESS: 

Benjamin H. Parr, PC     Armetta Johnson 

830 Avenue A, Suite A            

Opelika, AL  36801     

(334) 749-6999 
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ORDINANCE NO. (ID # 4682) 

Approve Option to Puchase an Easement with Vertical Bridge Acquisitions, LLC - 2nd Reading. 

ORDINANCE NO.__________ 

 

ORDINANCE APPROVING OPTION TO PURCHASE AN  

EASEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA,  

AND VERTICAL BRIDGE ACQUISITIONS, LLC 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to a Lease Agreement (the “Lease Agreement”) dated December 

6, 2017, the City of Opelika, Alabama, (the “City”) leased to Eco-Site II, LLC (“Eco-Site”) 

approximately 0.2296 acres (the “Leased Premises”) located at 512 Fruitland Circle (near Bay 

Court) in the City of Opelika; and 

 

WHEREAS, on or about December 14, 2020, Eco-Site merged with Vertical Bridge and 

the Lease Agreement was assigned to Vertical Bridge RETI, LLC (“VB”); and 

 

WHEREAS, VB owns and operates a 260-foot high wireless communications facility on 

a portion of the Leased Premises; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lease Agreement was activated in July, 2018 and expires (including 

renewal terms) in 2048; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lease Agreement provides for annual rent in the amount of $30,000 

($2,500 per month); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Lease Agreement provides for a two percent (2%) rent adjustment on 

each anniversary date beginning on the fourth anniversary of the commencement date of the 

Lease Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has been engaged in discussions with VB about a cell tower lease 

buy-out; and 
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WHEREAS, VB has launched a new initiative, Vertical Lease Monetization Program, 

which allows landlords, such as the City, to access long-term cash payments in a lump sum; and 

 

WHEREAS, a cell tower lease buy-out occurs when a property owner agrees to sell its 

lease to a ground lease acquisition company for a lump sum of cash which is less than the 

cumulative value of the monthly rent over the life of the lease; and 

 

WHEREAS, VB has tentatively offered to purchase an easement in the Leased Premises 

and take an assignment in the cell site rental income in exchange for a one-time lump sum 

payment in the amount of $418,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed easement will be for a term of fifty (50) years; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the VB proposal, the City will agree to forfeit all rights to 

collect the future rent payments during the term of the Lease Agreement; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are some advantages and reasons for the City to consider a lease buy-

out: 

(a) There is no guarantee that the cell tower tenant will be paying rent to the City for 

the next 28 years. The cell tower tenant could simply elect not to renew the lease 

at the end of any five-year period; 

 

(b) Disruptive technology could replace the need for cell towers; and 

 

(c) Inflation could deflate the value of the monthly rental payments the City receives 

over the term of the Lease Agreement 

 

; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City staff believe it is in the best interest of the City and its 

citizens to accept Vertical Bridge’s tentative buy-out offer of $418,000; and 

 

14.3

Packet Pg. 78



WHEREAS, an option to purchase an easement across the Leased Premises (hereinafter 

referred to as the “Easement Option”) has been prepared by Vertical Bridge and submitted to the 

City Council for approval and the Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City 

and its citizens to approve said Easement Option. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama (the “Council”) as the governing body of the City of Opelika, Alabama (the “City”) as 

follows: 

 

1. That the proposed Easement Option to be entered into between the City and 

Vertical Bridge Acquisitions III, LLC (“VB”), a copy of which is on file in the office of the City 

Clerk, be and the same is approved, authorized, ratified and confirmed in the form substantially 

submitted to the City Council with such changes thereto (by addition, deletion or substitution) as 

the Mayor shall approve which approval shall be conclusively evidenced by the execution and 

delivery of said Easement Option. 

 

2. That the Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver said 

Easement Option in the name and on behalf of the City. 

 

3. That, in the event VB exercises the Easement Option, the Mayor is hereby 

authorized to execute and deliver the Easement Agreement in the name and on behalf of the City. 

 

4. That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and deliver or cause to be 

executed and delivered in the name and on behalf of the City such other agreements, contracts, 

certificates and instruments as he deems necessary or appropriate in order to carry into effect the 

intent of the provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

5. That the officers of the City and any person or persons designated and authorized 

by any officers of the City to act in the name and on behalf of the City, or any one or more of 

them, are authorized to do or cause to be done or performed in the name and on behalf of the 

City such other acts and to execute and deliver or cause to be executed and delivered in the name 

and on behalf of the City such other notices, certificates, assurances or other instruments or other 

communications under the seal of the City or otherwise, as they or any of them deem necessary 

or advisable or appropriate in order to carry into effect the intent of the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 
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6. That this ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its adoption and 

publication as required by law. 

 

 7. That the City Clerk of the City of Opelika is hereby authorized and directed to 

cause this ordinance to be published one (1) time in a newspaper published in and of general 

circulation in the City of Opelika, Alabama. 

 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the _____day of ____________________, 2021. 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

     PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

     CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

 

 TRANSMITTED TO MAYOR this the _____day of _____________________, 2021. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      CITY CLERK 

 

 

ACTION BY MAYOR 
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 APPROVED this the _____day of _______________________, 2021. 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________________ 

CITY CLERK 

14.3

Packet Pg. 81


	Minutes
	1. Call to Order
	2. Roll Call
	1. George Allen, Erica Norris, Robert Lofton, Todd Rauch, Eddie Smith
	Roll Call

	3. Invocation
	1. Larry Presley from Christian Care Ministries.

	4. Pledge of Allegiance
	1. Cameron and Connor Burkett from Boy Scout Troop 218 and Andrew Mills from Troop 858.

	5. Reading of Minutes
	1. 4679 : Minutes from the 05-18-21 council meeting.
	Printout: 4679 : Minutes from the 05-18-21 council meeting.
	a. CM minutes 05-18-21


	6. Unfinished Business
	7. Remarks By the Mayor
	1. Recognize Opelika Police Officer Grant Gow with a Life Saver Award.
	2. 4680 : Proclamation for National Gun Violence Awarness Day.
	Printout: 4680 : Proclamation for National Gun Violence Awarness Day.
	a. ProcNationalGunViolenceAwarenessDay2021

	3. Recognize Opelika ARPA Boys and Girls State Track and Field Teams.

	8. Citizen Communications
	9. Report of Disbursements
	10. Committee Reports
	11. General Business
	12. Awarding of Bids
	13. Resolutions
	1. 118-21 : Expense Reports from Various Departments.
	Printout: 118-21 : Expense Reports from Various Departments.
	a. Expense Rpt Frazier 5-27-21
	b. Expense Reports - George Allen 5-14-21
	c. Expense Reports - Erica Norris 5-14-21

	2. 119-21 : Expense Report - Todd Rauch.
	Printout: 119-21 : Expense Report - Todd Rauch.
	a. Expense Reports - Todd Rauch 5-14-21

	3. 120-21 : Request Refund of Occupational Fees Paid in Error - Quayshonta Preer.
	Printout: 120-21 : Request Refund of Occupational Fees Paid in Error - Quayshonta Preer.

	4. 121-21 : Purchase (2) 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes - State Contracts #T191 and T191L - FD.
	Printout: 121-21 : Purchase (2) 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes - State Contracts #T191 and T191L - FD.
	a. 6-1-21- TWO (2) CHEVROLET TAHOES - FD - STATE CONTRACTS T191 AND T191L - CNCL PKT

	5. 122-21 : Approve Invoices with Motorola Solutions, Inc. for Lifecycle Management Services - PD.
	Printout: 122-21 : Approve Invoices with Motorola Solutions, Inc. for Lifecycle Management Services - PD.
	a. MOTOROLA CONTRACT

	6. 123-21 : Emergency Purchase - Unit #418/2013 International Truck Engine Replacement - PW.
	Printout: 123-21 : Emergency Purchase - Unit #418/2013 International Truck Engine Replacement - PW.
	a. CCCP01@opelika-al.gov_20210601_132333


	14. Ordinances
	1. 010-21-ORD : Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Rezone 4 Acres, 17.8 Acres, 5067 Bham Hwy - 2nd Reading.
	Printout: 010-21-ORD : Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Rezone 4 Acres, 17.8 Acres, 5067 Bham Hwy - 2nd Reading.

	2. 4684 : Approve Quitclaim Deed to Armetta Johnson - 2nd Reading.
	Printout: 4684 : Approve Quitclaim Deed to Armetta Johnson - 2nd Reading.
	a. 05.24.21 Quitclaim City of Opelika to Johnson

	3. 4682 : Approve Option to Puchase an Easement with Vertical Bridge Acquisitions, LLC - 2nd Reading.
	Printout: 4682 : Approve Option to Puchase an Easement with Vertical Bridge Acquisitions, LLC - 2nd Reading.


	15. Appointments
	1. Reappoint Tim Aja to the Indian Pines Recreation Authority.  New Term ends 6-7-2025.

	16. Adjourn
	1. Character Trait of the Month - Honesty, the quality of being fair and truthful: the quality of being honest.
	2. Motion to Adjourn.


	Appendix
	5.1 · 4679 : Minutes from the 05-18-21 council meeting.
	5.1.a · CM minutes 05-18-21

	7.2 · 4680 : Proclamation for National Gun Violence Awarness Day.
	7.2.a · ProcNationalGunViolenceAwarenessDay2021

	13.1 · 118-21 : Expense Reports from Various Departments.
	13.1.a · Expense Rpt Frazier 5-27-21
	13.1.b · Expense Reports - George Allen 5-14-21
	13.1.c · Expense Reports - Erica Norris 5-14-21

	13.2 · 119-21 : Expense Report - Todd Rauch.
	13.2.a · Expense Reports - Todd Rauch 5-14-21

	13.3 · 120-21 : Request Refund of Occupational Fees Paid in Error - Quayshonta Preer.
	13.4 · 121-21 : Purchase (2) 2021 Chevrolet Tahoes - State Contracts #T191 and T191L - FD.
	13.4.a · 6-1-21- TWO (2) CHEVROLET TAHOES - FD - STATE CONTRACTS T191 AND T191L - CNCL PKT

	13.5 · 122-21 : Approve Invoices with Motorola Solutions, Inc. for Lifecycle Management Services - PD.
	13.5.a · MOTOROLA CONTRACT

	13.6 · 123-21 : Emergency Purchase - Unit #418/2013 International Truck Engine Replacement - PW.
	13.6.a · CCCP01@opelika-al.gov_20210601_132333

	14.1 · 010-21-ORD : Amend Zoning Ord & Map: Rezone 4 Acres, 17.8 Acres, 5067 Bham Hwy - 2nd Reading.
	14.2 · 4684 : Approve Quitclaim Deed to Armetta Johnson - 2nd Reading.
	14.2.a · 05.24.21 Quitclaim City of Opelika to Johnson

	14.3 · 4682 : Approve Option to Puchase an Easement with Vertical Bridge Acquisitions, LLC - 2nd Reading.


