
AGENDA 

 

CITY OF OPELIKA 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

March 10, 2022 

4:30 p.m. 

Meeting Chambers at Opelika Municipal Courtroom 

300 MLK Boulevard  
 

 

Call to Order                                 

                                                                              

Approve January 13, 2022 minutes. 

   

Public Comment/Citizen Communication 

                                                                                                              

Old Business 

         

New Business 

 

1. 408 S. 8th St: Geneva Historic District 

COA: Privacy Fence   

Owner:  Wendy Bonner & Aaron Bushey 

 

2. 708 Ave E: Geneva Historic District 

COA:  Demolition  

Owner:  Pythoge, LLC 

 

3.  223 S. 9th St: Downtown Historic District 

Discussion: Wall Repair 

Owner:  Barrett-Simpson, Inc. 

 

Other Business 

 

4. Enforcement Report 

 

5.  Staff Report 

 

6.    Next meeting April 14, 2022 

 

       7.    Adjournment         

 

 

NOTE:  The City of Opelika complies with the Americans with Disabilities 

Act and meeting facilities are accessible. If you need special assistance, please 

call the City’s ADA Coordinator, at 334-705-2083.  
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City of Opelika 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Staff Report 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

Agenda Item #:  1 
Meeting Date:   03/10/2022 
Action Requested:  COA:  Install Wood Privacy Fence  
Location of Property: 408 S. 8th St; Geneva Historic District 
Petitioner:   Wendy Bonner & Aaron Bushey 
 
Resources:  
 

Condon-Floyd House, c. 1890; One and one-half story, frame, brick foundation, 
truncated hip roof with front gable over semi-octagonal bay, Eastlake porch trim on 
wraparound porch. 

 
Proposal: The petitioner requests a COA for the following: 
 

1. Install 8 ft. cedar or pine privacy fence around perimeter of yard.  Replace the 
gates on the left and right sides of the house with the same size as they are 
currently.  The North and East sides of the yard are adjacent to a commercial 
parking lot. 
 

Proposed Guidelines:   
b. Fences: 

The size, scale, and transparent quality of the fence shall be considered in the design to 

minimize the impact on the historic fabric on the neighborhood. The orientation and location 

of the fence shall also be considered, with the structural members located on the interior of 

the fence (pretty side out) and the location and size such that it does not block views of the 

buildings from the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front, side and rear yard area will be determined on a case by case basis from a site plan showing 

the footprint of house and proposed fence, due to the variety of lot and building shapes. 

Generally speaking, the front yard is the portion of lot between the street and the rear 
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edge of the building;  the side yard is the portion of lot behind the house, between the 

sidewalk and the rear corner of the building, on corner lots; and the rear yard is the 

portion of lot behind house. Staff approval may be granted for fences that clearly fall 

within the guideline specifications; particularly those pertaining to staff permissible-

materials and fence heights. 
 

1. Low retaining walls in front and side yards should be kept where they exist.  If new retaining 

walls are required, they should match the existing or match a documented example correct for 

the period of the structure. 

 

2. Existing period fencing should be maintained and repaired.  Where necessary to replace 

period fencing, it should be replaced with compatible fencing of the same material, size and 

appropriate design. 

 

3. Materials: 

Where a fence is desired to be installed, it should be appropriate for the period and 

architectural style of the structure.  Materials and size of the fence should be documented as 

correct for the period of the structure. 

i. Appropriate materials: wood, iron, wire, stone or plants. 

ii. Inappropriate materials: chain link, concrete block, unfaced concrete, plastic, 

fiberglass, plywood, slatted "snow" fences and mesh "construction" fences 

iii. Chain link fences may be used in rear yards, if visible from the street, shall be 

camouflaged with vegetation. 

iv. Staff approved fences are limited to wood dog ear and open gothic fences as 

pictured below. Other styles or materials require formal Commission approval. 

 

4. Heights: 

Generally, low fences should be used at the fronts and visible street side yards near public 

sidewalks.  Taller fences and solid walls may be used in rear yards and side yards when set 

back from the sidewalk. 

 

i. front yard fences should not be taller than 4 feet. A height of up to 6 feet is permitted 

only if set back at least 1/3 the structure’s length or 1/3 the adjacent structure’s 

length, whichever is furthest from the street. Measurement should be taken from the 

structures’ respective facades.  
ii. side yard fences should not be taller than 6 feet 

 iii. rear yard fences should not be taller than 8 feet 

Requests for new fences must have a site plan, with proposed fence heights clearly marked. 

 

The following items DO NOT require a COA: 

• Repairs to existing walls and fences and other historic site features 

• Wood dog ear and wood open gothic fences that clearly fall within the setback and height 

requirements (staff approval)  

 

The following commonly requested projects require a COA: 

• Changes to stone walls and other historic site features 

• All new fences and walls 

 

 

 

Photo’s: 
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Property/fence line 
 
 

  
Aerial view 
 

 
Wood privacy fence 
 
 
Staff recommendation:   
 

1. Staff recommends approval of cedar or pine privacy fence meeting all required 
guidelines. 
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City of Opelika 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Staff Report 

 
  

 

 
  
 

Agenda Item #:  2 
Meeting Date:   03/10/2022 
Action Requested:  COA:  Demolition 
Location of Property: 708 Ave E; Geneva Historic District 
Petitioner:   Pythoge, LLC 
 
Resources:  
 

This property is in the Geneva Historic District.  However, it is not on the National 
Register and is not a contributing structure. 
 

Proposal: The petitioner requests a COA for the following: 
 

1. Property is structurally unsound, unsafe, and beyond repair.  Request to demolish. 
 

Proposed Guidelines:   
 

H.  DEMOLITION: 

 

1. Definition:  The tearing down of a building by active means or by neglect resulting in the 

structural decay of the original building fabric.  Neglect means not maintaining a weatherproof, 

watertight, secure building, structurally stable and/or maintaining vegetation around the structure 

or structures on the property. 

 

2. Since the purpose of historic zoning is to protect historic properties, the demolition of a building 

which contributes historically or architecturally to the character and significance of the district is 

inappropriate and shall be avoided.  This means demolition by active means or by neglect in 

failure to maintain a property.  This also includes any structure that contributes to the 

architectural character of the historic district, not just the most outstanding architectural structures 

in the district, but the ordinary period structures as well. 

 

3. Demolition is inappropriate: 

 

a. if a building is of such architectural or historical interest and value that its removal would be 

detrimental to the public interest. 

 

b. if a building is listed as contributing to the architectural character of the district. 

 

c. if a building is of such old or unusual or uncommon design and materials that it could not be 

reproduced or be reproduced without great difficulty and expense. 

 

d. if its proposed replacement would make a less positive visual contribution to the district, 

would disrupt the character of the district or would be visually incompatible. 

 



Page 2 of 3 

e. if a building is listed as contributing to the architectural character of the district or qualifies 

for any of the above a through d and can be feasibly stabilized and no new compatible 

structure is proposed to be built on the site.  An existing structure shall not be demolished for 

a parking lot or vacant lot.  The applicant for demolition must demonstrate financial resources 

for stabilizing the site after demolition and the construction of a new building or new 

structure. Stabilization plans as well as Architectural plans and specifications for the new 

construction along with a schedule for their completion shall be presented to the Opelika 

Historic Preservation Commission prior to a COA for demolition being issued. 

 

4. Demolition is appropriate: 

 

a. if a building has completely lost its architectural and historical integrity and importance and 

has become structurally unsound and its removal will not result in a more negative, less 

appropriate visual effect on the district. 

 

b. if a building is not listed as contributing to the historical or architectural character and 

importance of the historic district and its removal will result in a more positive, appropriate 

visual effect on the district. 

 

 

Photo’s: 
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Staff recommendation:   
 
1. Staff recommends approval demolition. This property is not a contributing structure and 

demolition will not affect the district.  
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City of Opelika 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Staff Report 

 
  

 

 
 
 

Agenda Item #:  3 
Meeting Date:   03/10/2022 
Action Requested:  COA:  Repair Wall and Mortar Wash  
Location of Property: 223 S. 9th St; Downtown Historic District 
Petitioner:   Barrett-Simpson, Inc. 
 
Resources:  
 
WJHO Building: C. 1900; two-story brick load bearing wall construction; original 2nd floor 

façade.  Stucco  over brick at pedestrian level.  

 

Proposal: The petitioner requests a COA for the following: 
 

1. Repair crumbling southern rock wall by grouting all crevices and applying a 
mortar wash. 

 
History:  A Certificate of Appropriateness was approved on 01/13/2022 for mortar repair of wall 
only but no mortar wash.  Applicants wishes to discuss options further with commission. 
 

Proposed Guidelines:   
 

MASONRY - #15.  

Original masonry including brick, stone, terra cotta, and stucco walls and details 

should be preserved and maintained.  

CLEANING: Cleaning of masonry should be done by the gentlest means possible. Never sandblast a 

masonry building. Do a test patch prior to undertaking any cleaning method. Do not paint unpainted 

masonry. Once painted, it is often better to repaint rather than remove paint. Carefully investigate the 

condition of masonry before removing stucco. (See Preservation Brief #1, 6, 7)  

REPAIRING: Waterproofing sealants should not be used on masonry, unless they are vapor permeable. 

Repairs should match the historic masonry in size, shape, texture, and color. Repointing of existing 

masonry should incorporate the same mortar mix, tooling, and color as the historic masonry pointing. 

(See Preservation Brief #2)  

 

 

Photo’s: 
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Staff Recommendations: 
 
No Staff recommendation required. 


